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 Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Surf City XIV! On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model 

United Nations Program, it is our pleasure and honor to welcome you to our thirteenth annual 

advanced delegate conference, Surf City XIV. The Huntington Beach High School Model United 

Nations Program is a nationally ranked organization with over thirty-six years of conference 

management experience, making us one of the more senior MUN programs on the west coast. At 

Surf City XIV, all committees are chaired by delegates in their Junior or Senior year who have 

themselves competed at conferences across the nation. Our chairs also undergo a rigorous three-

month training program to ensure that they are experts in procedure and their topic, and at least 

one of the chairs has had prior dais experience. Topic Synopses are thoroughly vetted by our 

Secretariat and Advisor Staff along with outside consultation, to be sure they reflect only the 

finest of our program. Topics and committees are chosen with an eye for relevance and 

accessibility to delegates - we have never entertained any less-than-professional committees, and 

nothing other than constructive debate is ever entertained on a committee floor. All of our staff is 

readily accessible via email, and information is made available in a timely manner by email and 

our website, hbhsmun.webs.com. We hope you’re excited as we are for this conference.  

We also wanted to take this time to remind of the importance of research and preparation 

for this conference. Surf City MUN has a reputation as a mecca for the most competitive and 

knowledgeable delegates on the west coast, and we highly encourage you to invest your time to 

ensure you can compete at that level. Position Papers are highly encouraged for each topic; you 

can find the Position Paper Guideline on our website. To be considered for Research Awards, 

papers must be submitted to your chairs by 11:59 P.M. on Friday, January 27th. The papers 

must include an introductory section including topic background and country policy, a UN 

involvement section, and lastly the delegate’s proposed solutions. 

On behalf of all of us at HBHSMUN, we’d like to thank you for choosing to attend Surf 

City XIV. We’re devoted to ensuring you have the best possible MUN experience you’ve had 

yet, and with your help we’re confident we can achieve that aim. Should you have any questions 

or concerns feel free to email the Secretariat at hbhsmun@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing 

you this February!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

______________________ 

Antoinette Nguyen 

Secretary-General 

  

_____________________ 

Emily Le 

Under-Secretary-General 

 

 

_______________________ 

Matthew Anderegg 

Under-Secretary-General 

  

 

___________________ 

Cody Meicht 

Under-Secretary General 
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Welcome to 4th SPD at Surf City XIV 

 

All questions and position papers can be sent to surfcity.4spd@gmail.com 
 

 

Hi everyone, my name is Gavin Holder and I am a Senior at Huntington Beach High 

School. I am very excited to be a co-chair for the Special Political and Decolonization 

Committee. I am very grateful for MUN, as I am sure many of you are too. It has given me 

countless unique opportunities and has allowed to build multiple new friendships. Aside from 

MUN, I am a recreational scuba diver, and currently have my advanced certification and am on 

the Varsity lacrosse team here at HBHS. In college I plan on studying finance or actuarial 

science in the hopes of becoming an Actuary. I can’t wait to see you all in committee!  

 

     Hey! My name is Scarlett Anderson and I am a senior this year at HBHS. I have been in 

MUN for four years and have traveled internationally to Montreal, Canada. This year, I am also a 

MUN Senior Teacher for a freshmen class and will be attending the UC Berkeley Conference 

this March. Outside of MUN, I am also in the Associated Student Body as Student Body/ASB 

President. I love Krispy Kreme donuts and vanilla bean Frappuccinos from Starbucks! I look 

forward to great debate in committee! 

 

     Hi delegates, my name is Maddie Stites and I am currently a senior at Huntington Beach 

High School. I have been a member of the MUN program since freshman year, and have had the 

opportunity to attend various conferences including one in Montreal, Canada during my junior 

year. I love to keep myself busy as Varsity Cheer Captain and President of our school’s 

American Cancer Society. As for after high school, I hope to study international business at 

Southern Methodist University next year. When I’m not participating in school activities, I love 

to go to my favorite sushi restaurant with my friends, or watch Netflix for hours. I am truly 

excited for debate and can't wait to see what each delegate brings to the table! 
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Privatization of Space 

 

Background: 

Like the ocean, space sparked scientific interest and began as a foreign, unclaimed, and 

uninhabited territory in which dominating countries wanted to claim their stake. Without a 

preceding population, outer space was essentially up for grabs, leading to the “Great Space Race.” 

This primarily consisted of competition between the two opposing powers of the Cold War: the 

democracy, United States, and the Communist society, the Soviet Union.i Beginning on October 

4, 1957, a Soviet ballistic missile, Sputnik, was launched as the first man-made satellite to orbit 

in Earth’s atmosphere.ii In light of the nuclear arms race already taking place between the two 

powerhouse nations, the United States met the Soviet competition by extending their legacy of 

exploration and conquering foreign territory. In 1958, the United States launched satellite 

Explorer I, followed by the establishment of the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

(NASA), administered by Dwight Eisenhower. However, the idea of privatizing space became 

conceptual after Eisenhower’s creation of another federal establishment for the sole purpose of 

discovering the “military potential” of outer space. The Space Race was concluded with 

President Kennedy’s 500% budget increase to fund for the 1969 Apollo 11 mission. Their 

success showed the United States’ bold claim to victory as they placed the American flag on the 

moon, a celestial body that technically did not belong to them.iii  

Increased exploration and self-proclaimed ownership led to a call for regulation in outer 

space, and the United Nations was called to handle the situation as a non-biased regulator of fair 

access to the open territory. In 1966 the General Assembly forged agreement between the three 

applicable governments: the United States, Russia, and the United Kingdom. The document 

entered order in late 1967 establishing legalistic principles that allowed all nations equal access 

to space. First, the law declared that all countries-if their monetary strength allows for it-have the 

right to engage in space exploration for their individual interests. More importantly, and 

especially applicable to the Cold War period, it was declared that outer space shall not be used as 

a location for weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), including any nuclear weapons. 

Responsibility of space protection was also addressed, stating that any destruction caused by a 

state’s actions must be accounted for and handled efficiently. Lastly, space was defined as a 

place for peaceful action, to remain sovereign from claim and for all celestial bodies to be 

subject to open research. 129 nations are currently committed to the enforcement of The Outer 

Space Treaty.iv 

The broad definition of exactly what “outer space” entails led to the development of 

various issues. As countries began making atmospheric claims, it was necessary for the 

boundaries of outer space to be chosen and enforced. By establishing the Kármán Line, it was 

decided that all territory beyond 100 km (62 miles) of earth’s surface was considered “outer 

space” and would therefore be subject to all rules stated in The Outer Space Treaty. In the same 

way that European nations discovered the rich natural products of the African nations in the late 

1800’s and exploited them for their resources, space has become the next frontier to be infiltrated 

and stripped of its assets.v Colonization of lunar lands became a concept in the 1950’s, one of the 

major idea coming from the “director of the Mining Research Laboratory at the Colorado School 

of Mines”, John Rinehart. In 1959, he proposed the building of a tubular base to be placed on the 

moon’s surface, so that further first-hand discoveries could be conducted. NASA and private 
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researchers have made many proposals, but the ethics of these projects have been questioned 

immensely.vi 

 After early theorizers made their initiatives for space known, privatization has become a 

forefront topic when discussing the future of international development. Lunar settlements, 

mineral mining, and other promising endeavors have become plausible. In late 2016, a private 

company, Moon Express, was the first independent party to create a robotic-lander, which they 

hope to use to collect valuable specimens from the moon and bring them back to Earth. Naveen 

Jain, the chairman of Moon Express, sees the moon as a mining zone that holds more than 

trillions of dollars worth of minerals and other valuable resources. With operations like these, 

however, the moon and other celestial bodies are becoming subject to another Space race, but 

one where private companies will race to extract its value. Without any distinct ownership of the 

moon and space, this topic has become highly controversial.vii Advancement has become 

steadfast since mankind has been on earth, and space may be the next territory to be conquered 

and claimed.  

Privatization of space will not cease anytime soon due to new discoveries of just how 

resource-rich the universal bodies are. The United States, for example, passed the 2015 SPACE 

Act under the Obama administration setting forth a new precedent for claiming space resources. 

The legislation states that a private company has the right and entitlement to any resources they 

find on an asteroid, which will be enforced under federal law. Essentially, companies can now 

make the things they discover their own property, which has both positive and negative results. 

Materials like helium-3 that can be used to power and sustain Earth’s demands will be beneficial 

to society once obtained, but at the same time, these companies are being given the opportunity 

to claim anything they find, which is technically a violation of the Outer Space Treaty.viii  

 Asterank, a website which keeps record of the resources of asteroids and their potential 

value, clearly shows just how pivotal outer space’s materials can be. A single asteroid, titled 

“162173 Ryugu”, with an estimated $34.5 billion dollar gain if it were to be mined.ix If just this 

single piece of space holds this much economic gain, it will become increasingly difficult to 

maintain the sovereignty of space. Dominating countries and private companies attempting to 

withhold parts of space for their own use will become inevitable, especially since advancement 

will only continue.  

 

United Nations Involvement:  

 While the Privatization of Space has become a growing issue in recent years, the United 

Nations has done very little to regulate the limitations on the international community’s 

privatization of space. The United Nations Office on Outer Space Affairs, or UNOOSA, has 

made great efforts in order to establish regulations and conditions in space. They have also 

established the Space Law, which refers to the rules and standards of international laws. This 

also appears in five treaties internationally on how to govern outer space under the specifications 

of the United Nations.x The European Space Agency’s ECSL has opened a forum to discuss 

specifications of the Space Law and how to truly enforce it throughout the international 

community and reach private sectors as well.xi Furthermore, in 1971, the UNOOSA created the 

United Nations Program on Space Applications which aims to learn more about new space 

technology of individual countries and attempts to mend the gap between developing and 

developed countries.xii  
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In 1958, the General Assembly passed resolution A/RES/13/1348 that established the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, or COPUOS, to reiterate that space should be 

used peacefully and nations should work collaboratively in order to advance technology for 

space.xiii The UN has also created GA/SPD/458, in which the United States says that space 

exploration has thrived under the existing framework. However, the Russian Federation warns of 

the gaps in space law, the risk of space becoming an arena for arms race, and to review the 

International Space Law and its strength and prevent the taking over of space by individual 

countries to further space technology and prevent militarization of space. This General Assembly 

meeting did not achieve much because of the alternating views on the topic of privatizing space 

and the loopholes that come along with establishing laws and regulations.xiv  

 Nevertheless, the United Nations does have plans to travel to space in 2021. With a joint 

collaboration with the Sierra Nevada Corporation and the National Aeronautical and Space 

Administration, UNOOSA is planning on utilizing this trip in order to assist UN Countries 

without pre established space programs already in the works. Members of the UN are now asked 

to submit proposals to gain access to the two week program in space in just five years. While the 

United Nations is helping more developing nations gain access to space, the selected countries 

for this project are required to pay a portion of the costs of travel and establishment based on an 

economic scale they have created.xv The United Nation has created the World Space Week which 

raises awareness for peaceful conduct of space and increases research opportunities for space 

exploration.xvi The United Nations Inter-Agency Meeting on Outer Space Activities, as part of 

UN-Space also meets annually to discuss developmental initiatives for space. The Treaty on 

Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, 

including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, or the Outer Space Treaty was created in 1966 

which established the essential framework for international space laws including basic principles 

such as: all states have equal access to space, any activity on celestial bodies should be in 

accordance with peace only and any exploration carried out in space needs to be for the purpose 

of benefitting and advancement for all countries and mankind in general.xvii The United Nations 

also created a press release where 4th SPD was specifically told that any benefits coming from 

space exploration must be assisting all nations. This also called for increased access to space 

exploration to developing countries so that use of outer space is only used for peaceful projects 

in an equal manner.xviii  

Additionally, A/RES/67/113 was created in hopes of establishing more peaceful missions in 

space, yet did not include any corporations. With the UNISPACE +50 coming in two years in 

2018, however, this conference is inviting private corporations to join the discussion on a new 

treaty for rules and regulations in space regarding the upcoming technology being produced.xix 

From 1963 until 1972, the Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space 

Objects was made through the United Nations.  It states that any party responsible for damage by 

any of their space objects to items on the surface of the Earth of aircraft must settle with 

compensation to the owner of the damaged property.xx The United Nations Coordination of 

Outer Space Activities utilizes the technology aspects of space exploration and cohesively works 

with other special agencies to give equal opportunity to all nations in space. This sector of the 

United Nations also works with advancing the United Nations Committee on Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space, who is one of the most successful bodies of the UN through helping advance the 

peaceful use of space and promote international cooperation. In addition, they also release an 
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annual report of the primary intended purposes and status of outer space on behalf of the United 

Nations Secretary General.xxi 
 The United Nations Coordination of Outer Space Activities utilizes the technology 

aspects of space exploration and cohesively works with other special agencies to give equal 

opportunity to all nations in space. This sector of the United Nations also works with advancing 

the United Nations Committee on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space who is one of the most 

successful bodies of the UN through helping advance the peaceful use of space and promote 

international cooperation. In addition, they also release an annual report of the primary intended 

purposes and status of outer space on behalf of the United Nations Secretary General.xxii Thus, 

the United Nations, in part with the international community, are striving toward establishing 

clearer rules and regulations, yet despite their best efforts so far, little has been proven to be 

successful.  
 

Case Study: United States of America 

 As previously discussed, the United States of America has always been in the forefront of 

space explorations. This legacy began in 1957 when the Soviet Union launched Sputnik, the first 

artificial satellite to successfully orbit around Earth. From there, the United States was on a 

mission to beat the Soviet Union, and in July of 1969 they did, by landing the first spacecraft on 

the moon.xxiii At that time National Aeronautics and Space Administration or NASA was 

receiving around 2.3% of the national budget, but in 2014 they received less than half of one 

percent of the national budget.xxiv Today, the US houses nine of the top ten largest private space 

companies which include, Space X, Boeing, and Virgin Galactic. The only company that is not 

based out of the United States is Airbus Defense and Space from Germany.xxv  

 Up until 2004 private space travel was illegal, however then Congress passed the 

Commercial Space Launch Amendments Act of 2004. This act allowed private companies such 

as Space X to perform launches into space from inside the United States. This law would also 

eventually allow for people to pay for trips in space at their own risk.xxvi Since then, there have 

been many advancements in space technologies from private companies. For example, private 

companies have conducted research on certain protein crystals that will allow us to further fight 

deadly diseases, furthered our understanding on what low gravity for extended periods of time 

does to our muscles and bones, and has even allowed biotech companies such as Amgen to 

develop experimental drugs that negate the effects of long term low gravity.xxvii  

 NASA has also recognized these achievements and realizes that the future of space travel 

lies in private companies, if the United States government does not increase their funding. This is 

why the country has been putting money into companies such as Space X who recently landed a 

1.9 billion dollar contract with NASA, and while working with NASA has supplied the ISS 

seven times.xxviii Nevertheless, companies such as Planetary Resources have the international 

community weary. This is because under US law, the only law governing these private space 

companies based in the United States, it is legal for a company to make claims to asteroids and 

mine ‘their’ minerals.xxix Meanwhile, according to the laws that are passed by the Committee on 

the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, countries are not allowed to claim lands in space, nor are they 

allowed to mine for minerals and sell them or use them for government use. However, it does 

open up new possibilities to get certain elements that are extremely rare on Earth. Moreover, 

because these private companies, under US law, can mine these asteroids it opens up the 

possibilities for traveling to deep space. It does this because the most efficient fuel source for 
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rockets is hydrogen and oxygen or electrolyzed water, which exists in nearly infinite quantities 

on asteroids. The reason this is so important is it takes fifty kilograms of fuel to get past the first 

three hundred kilometers of space or LEO, and only four more to get to the next thirty five 

thousand kilometers or GEO, but those four kilograms to get to GEO each require fifty kilograms 

to get to LEO.xxx This makes the brute force strategy that NASA used to get to the moon nearly 

impossible to use to get to Mars seeing as the closest it has ever been to Earth is fifty six million 

kilometers in 2004.xxxi  

 To go along with theme of future deep space exploration and travel, there are certain 

companies within the United States, such as Ad Astra Rockets, that would like to build nuclear 

powered engines to propel them faster and farther than any other fuel that has been used before. 

How these would work is there would be a lead lined chamber on the back of the rocket where 

the fuel is normally stored, and in there, people would be inducing nuclear fission. This in turn 

would be shot out of the back of the rocket at a great force, which would create a very large 

amount of thrust.xxxii While this, sounds like an amazing the implications of this could be 

extremely dangerous. This is because the ship is basically creating mini nuclear explosions 

behind and inside of it to create thrust, which will release a large amount of radiation out of the 

thrusters. Not to mention that if a rocket were to use this as their fuel source it could be split; 

meaning that one could not use regular fuel until the radiation would not affect the people near 

the launch site. Furthermore, if companies such as Accion Systems were to complete their deep 

space exploration devices, such as their specialized Cube Sat, who would be in charge of 

monitoring the debris created by these projects and who would be held accountable if that debris 

would hit something such as the International Space Station or the ISS. The United States 

believes that these small issues are far outweighed by the new technologies and possibilities that 

these new innovations such as the improved Cube Sat. This new Cube Sat is propelled by ion 

propulsion, which conventionally uses xenon gas, under extreme pressures, and to withhold this 

gas one had to have a thick walled chamber. This would not work for a Cube Sat seeing as they 

are only slightly larger than a Rubik's Cube, therefore Accion invented molten salts that were 

capable of ion propulsion. Not only did they do this they also devised a way to shape lightweight 

carbon aerogels so that they have thousands of micro thrusters that create a thin continuous 

stream of ions.xxxiii  

 Another major question that applies to this topic has stemmed from the recent explosion 

of the Space X rocket in September of this year. The question is what would have happened if 

that rocket, that was set to carry supplies to the ISS and was funded by the federal government, 

had astronauts aboard. As the international community knows, space travel is inherently 

dangerous; seeing how every governmental program has had at least one civilian causality. 

Currently, the United States and the companies are not sure of the implications of a NASA 

astronaut dying due to a failed launch from a private company, such as Space X.xxxiv Moreover, 

because a company is owned by its shareholders, they would have to answer to them for the 

causality. This is further complicated by the ties they have to the federal government, due to it 

being a mission that is funded by them. Luckily, the no private space company has had to deal 

with that yet, however one must consider all of the possibilities and it seems as if the United 

States believes that if something like this does happen it will not be that big of a deal seeing as 

they are putting out a large amount of these contracts.  

Overall, the United States of America has a very pioneer-like approach on how to govern 

these private companies, because they allow them to mine for minerals, sell them for profit, and 
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claim certain areas to build plants to mine for these minerals. Moreover, they also believe that 

these companies are the way of the future as demonstrated by the funding and government 

contracts they are giving these private space companies. Whether this is a very progressive 

approach and should be continued or one that allows these private companies too much freedom 

is up to the United Nations to figure out.  

 

Questions to Consider:        

 Are there any private space companies in your country? If so, what laws put forth by your 

government are these companies subject to? 

 Does your country have a privatized or nationalized space industry? 

 In what period of time did your nation become involved in space claims, if at all? 

 How will you make private companies abide by the rules your country wants to pass? 

 Should new legislation be drafted specifically for private companies or should they abide 

by the same laws countries have to? 
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 Elimination of Landmines 

 

Background: 

 The word mine comes from the Latin root mina, which means ‘vein of ore’. 

Military engineers who had the job of digging ‘landmines’ in the ground during attacks later 

used this word.xxxv The origin of the modern day landmine dates back to 50 BC when Caesar and 

his roman army used delayed booby traps, spikes, and caltrops in battle.xxxvi The next significant 

advancement in landmines did not come until the first world war, when tanks began to be heavily 

used. The use of these tanks sparked the creation of anti-tank mines. However, they were so 

large and hard to set off that often times troops were able to reposition them to hinder the 

original side that put them there. To stop this, anti-personnel mines were developed. From 1918 

through 1939 these mines were heavily used and strategically placed throughout Russia, Poland, 

and Korea. It was not until the Vietnam War that people began to randomly drop and place 

landmines.xxxvii  

There are five major categories of anti-personnel mines: blast mines, fragmentation mines, 

bounding fragmentation mines, directional fragmentation mines, and scatterable mines.xxxviii 

Blast mines are the most commonly used mines, they are buried at a depth of around ten 

centimeters, and normally require a force of five kilograms or eleven pounds to detonate. These 

mines can be filled with anywhere from twenty five grams to two hundred and fifty grams of 

explosive material.xxxix Fragmentation mines are mines that are activated by a trip wire and are 

usually placed in dense vegetation. When detonated, they throw metal shrapnel in all directions. 

The purpose of this mine is to inhibit a minimum of three soldiers, one man being wounded and 

two men to carry the wounded one. Bounding fragmentation mines or bouncing betties were first 

introduced by the Germans in World War One and were titles “S-mines” or schrapnellmine.xl 

When triggered, this mine flies up into the air to about waist height, then explodes and sends 

metal spheres or shrapnel in a three hundred and sixty degree spread killing bystanders up to five 

hundred feet away. Directional fragmentation mines have a shaped charge that directs the steel 

spheres in one direction usually capable of reaching up to one hundred and fifty feet. The 

triggering mechanism for this landmine is usually a trip wire and is used in a lot of ambush 

situations. Finally, there is the scatterable mines whose lightweight and shockproof design allows 

them to be dropped from the air.xli Most of these mines have a self destruct time allowing for the 

forces who laid them to be able to safely move through an area that has been cleared of 

enemies.xlii One of the major risks with utilizing these mines is some of them do not have a self 

destruct timer. For instance the butterfly mines that were laid in Afghanistan by the Soviet Union 

having bright colors on them, and a lot of the time children mistake them for toys and try and 

pick them up.xliii Moreover, because they were randomly scattered it is extremely hard to 

pinpoint exactly where they are even if a country has released their war documents.  

Anti-tank landmines are not as large of an issue because they are designed to not go off 

until there is from three hundred and forty eight pounds of force to seven hundred and forty five 

pounds.xliv Therefore, they can be easily moved and detonated in a safe place. That is until 

around thirty years ago when a majority of these anti-tank landmines came equipped with anti-

handling devices. These are four different kinds of anti-handling devices, which include: anti-

lifting, anti-disturbance, anti-diffusing, and anti-disarming.xlv Anti-lifting devices that are 

incorporated into the landmine set off the mine when it is removed from its hole. This is 

accomplished by attaching a pull fuse that is attached to the ground and the inside of the mine 
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and if removed will send a spark to the igniter, or by having a pressure plate built into the bottom 

of the mine which is spring loaded.xlvi Anti-disturbance devices trigger an explosion when tilted 

or lifted. This is accomplished by having a tilt or vibration switch in the mine. Anti-diffusing 

devices initiate a detonation when someone tried to a fuse from the mine. Finally, the anti-

disarming device is one that sets off an explosion when somebody tries to set the arming 

mechanism on the landmine to safe.xlvii Furthermore, anti-personnel mines to deter people from 

moving these anti-tank landmines surround a majority of these mines. This means that a lot of 

landmine clearing vehicles cannot go in and take out the anti-personnel mines.xlviii  

One of the major problems with the finding and intentional detonation of landmines is the 

price. A landmine costs around give US dollars to lay and anywhere from five hundred to one 

thousand US dollars to remove.xlix Moreover, a majority of landmines are not made of metal to 

make it nearly impossible to clear a minefield with a metal detector, and even if there is a lot of 

metal in the casing of mine the number of false positives one would get is very large because of 

the bullets and bullet casings that are either buried or left on the ground.l Another problem with 

removing landmines is that one of the cheapest ways to find them and remove them, probing, is 

also one of the most dangerous and if not done perfectly can detonate the mine. This process has 

lead to hundreds of deaths of people trying to clear minefields so civilians can use the land. One 

of the safer ways for humans is the tank fail, an arm that you attach to the front of a tank that 

spins a cylinder with metal chains on it.li While this device is good for human lives, it is 

extremely devastating to the environment leaving the land practically useless.lii  

The clearing of a landmine can be placed into five separate steps: locating and mapping a 

minefield, prepping that field for clearing, locating and marking each mine, clearing it, and 

ensuring there are no mines left in the field.liii This process is generally only used for anti-

personnel mines. A major issue with this process is the last step because it is extremely hard to 

tell if every single mine has been disarmed and taken out due to the nature of what the person 

who planted it intended, for it to not be found.liv The locating of a minefield is one of the most 

dangerous steps in this process as one of the most common ways these mines are found is by 

having people accidently stumble upon them. However, the prepping of the field is not far 

behind in danger level because this includes walking around the field, cutting and clearing 

vegetation, picking up scraps of metal, and looking over the area for suspicious objects and trip 

wires.lv 

One of the main reasons that landmines are an issue is because it renders large swaths of 

land unusable, which is extremely detrimental to the people in the area as most need the land for 

farming, hunting, or fishing. They also take a psychological toll on the local populace as they 

trigger memories of traumatic events and can cause uncertainty regarding the safety of the land 

they inhabit. Moreover, every day ten people lose a limb or their life because of a landmine.lvi 

What makes these injuries or deaths even worse is that a majority of these people happen to live 

in rural areas that do not have access to proper medical facilities, causing them to be highly 

susceptible to infection and death. Living in these rural areas also means that one becomes a 

burden to one’s family without a limb, as they will not be able to help run the farm or gather 

food.lvii Not only does one become a burden to your family, but education rates among survivors 

are significantly lower than average and survivors also have an increased rate of dropouts and 

have a lower chance of being employed later in life. Additionally, a topic that is not often 

discussed is the effect that landmines have on the local animal life or the livestock of the people. 
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Because landmines are detonated by pressure from any source they can take out animals that are 

endangered or animals that the people of the area rely on for food.lviii  

Another major reason that landmines are such a large issue is that they cause a downfall 

in the economy. They do this by affecting the people of the area psychologically, as previously 

mentioned. Because the people are fearful for their life and are not sure whether or not their next 

step will decide if they live or die, they cannot completely focus on the task at hand and therefore 

will have a lower output at work. This decreased economic output slows down the local and 

possibly national financial system. They also do this because as previously mentioned, when a 

child is stuck with a landmine and becomes crippled they become a detriment to their family and 

will most likely neither go to school nor be able to work in farm; again hurting the economy of 

the area.  

Some of the Non-Governmental Organizations or NGOs that have been working to help 

solve this issue are the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, Mine Advisory Group or 

MAG and many more. The International Campaign to Ban Landmines has been around since 

1992 and in 1997 received a Nobel Peace Prize for their efforts. One of the main reasons that 

they received a Nobel Peace Prize that year is because they were a major part of the drafting and 

signing of the Ottawa Treaty of 1997.lix They have even come up with an action plan for this year 

that included decreasing the amount of anti-personnel landmines that are stockpiled and a 

decrease in the land affected by landmines. The Mine Advisory Group has a more hands on 

approach and they actually send out trained professional and advanced technology and 

equipment to clear and locate minefields.lx  

 

United Nations Involvement:  

 Landmines have become a serious and harmful weapon, used for very few 

purposes other than to take human lives and cause serious destruction. As of the early 2000’s it 

was estimated that some 5 to 10 million anti-personnel landmines were being produced annually, 

with 108 different nations having around 250 million anti-personnel mines in stockpiles. These 

unfortunate statistics do not even account for the 110 million already placed in the ground. lxi It is 

evident that landmines are a serious threat to international safety, and that even amidst previous 

UN action, they are still used in staggering amounts.  

 Recognizing the problem at hand, the United Nations has attempted to address landmines 

in March of 1999 when they enforced the 1997-drafted document, the Mine Ban Treaty. Its 

official title is “the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and 

Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction”, but is often referred to at the 

Ottawa Convention as well. The main initiative of the treaty is to define anti-personnel mines, 

and does so by naming them as an explosive delegated to detonate when in “presence, proximity, 

or contact” with a human or vehicle.lxii Article 5 of the Convention is most proactive; as it 

demands that all nations abiding by the document must safely destroy and remove all stockpiled 

and buried mines within 10 years of ratification. This protocol is key to ensuring that the 

unsolicited use of landmines is addressed in a timely manner in order to prevent future loss of 

human lives. 

 The Mine Ban Treaty is not the first proposition that discusses action for handling this 

issue: A/RES/51/45 reiterates the importance of removing planted mines and motioning for 

future conferences to discuss the progress of this operation.lxiii Moreover, A/RES/50/82 titled 

“Assistance in Mine Clearance” was developed to specifically entail the steps which countries 
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can take to handle the mine crisis within their borders. They request that all nations contribute to 

the Voluntary Trust Fund, an economic program that works to use its finances to remove mines 

and ensure increased safety.lxiv  

Most importantly, the United Nations Office of Disarmament Affairs works explicitly to 

remove unjust weaponry from the international community. They also make improvements to the 

lives of victimized people, by reaching out and providing aid to those who have been injured or 

have faced the consequences of anti-personnel or anti-vehicle mines.lxv Lastly, they touch on the 

effects of landmines, beyond the causalities. Often times, landmines are put in place to keep 

humans from entering certain territories, which has in turn made it difficult for people of certain 

regions to move towards areas of humanitarian aid, water, food, etc.lxvi Despite the operations of 

UNODA and all resolutions that the United Nations has passed, landmines are still of utmost 

importance, and continued efforts by all international bodies will be necessary to combat the 

detriments of the situation.  

One of the most proactive actions to have been published an initiated thus far is the 

United Nations Mine Action Service or UNMAS, established by the General Assembly in 1997. 

Their primary focus lies in discovering and eliminating the most devastating affects of mines, 

including their ability to block children from safely commuting to their place of education, the 

transportation of humanitarian aid, and hinder accessibility to places of shelter, water, and other 

basic necessities.  

One of the most proactive actions to have been published an initiated thus far is the 

United Nations Mine Action Service or UNMAS, established by the General Assembly in 

1997.lxvii Their primary focus lies in discovering and eliminating the most devastating affects of 

mines, including their ability to block children from safely commuting to their place of 

education, the transportation of humanitarian aid, and hinder accessibility to places of shelter, 

water, and other basic necessities. Because UNMAS is a Peacekeeping Operation, their 

intentions are consistently dedicated to creating new projects to reach regions of highest risk. In 

2015, the programme funded 10 mine-orientated Peacekeeping missions in areas including 

Somalia, the Central African Republic, and DR Congo.lxviii Overall, the collaboration of the 

UNMAS, individual country’s efforts, and enforced United Nations documents, the future of the 

eradication of landmines is an attainable goal for the international community.  

 

Case Study: Afghanistan 

  Afghanistan is home to one of the largest landmine issues in the world. Currently, 

the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance to Afghanistan or the 

UNOCHA estimates that there are over ten million mines planted all throughout the country. 

Each day, approximately ten to twelve civilians die due to landmines in Afghanistan, and almost 

fifty percent of the victims die because from blood loss or infection because they are unable to 

get to a proper medical facility in time.lxix Moreover, the most heavily mined capital city in the 

world lies in Afghanistan’s capital of Kabul. This is because of the Taliban offensive of 1994 

through 1995 that forced many civilians to flee to safer areas after their homes and towns were 

littered with mines.lxx During this time, over six point two million refugees fled to Iran and 

Pakistan, yet over five point eight of them had attempted to return home. Upon their return, they 

have been met with an abundance of casualties and distress due to the landmine infestation that 

has taken over where they used to live.lxxi  
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Although Afghanistan experiences extreme problems with dozens of different types of 

mines descending from the United States, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, Belgium, and 

Britain, anti-personnel mines coming from a mix of these countries remain the more negatively 

impactful, with over eight million estimated to be planted. These mines have been spread 

throughout schools, cities, agricultural land, roads and irrigation canals largely affecting food 

supply and crop harvesting tactics. The majority of these mines have been intended to maim 

people; however, there is said to be over two million Anti-Tank Mines distributed across the 

country as well. This type of mine has the ability to destroy large vehicles and kill or injure 

dozens of people at one time. Landmines and unexploded devices are currently affecting over 

five hundred and thirty kilometers of Afghanistan because of the endless tumult in the region. 

 Perhaps the most devastating factor in this landmine crisis in Afghanistan lies in the 

combat ranging from 1979 through 1992 between the Afghan Government and the Soviet Union. 

The majority of the landmines left in that time, are the ones hurting people today, around thirty 

years later. Moreover, civilians have detonated more of these mines than the Afghan soldiers that 

they were intended for. During the occupation period of the Soviet Union, millions of “butterfly 

mines” were placed all over. This anti-personnel mine is made out of green plastic and holds 

explosive liquid in one part that explodes on contact and is meant to injure or detach hands. They 

are called the “butterfly mine” because they float to the ground without releasing. During the 

times of combat, the Soviet Union dropped an unknown number of butterfly mines all over 

Afghanistan. The true danger, however, lies in the fact that even three decades later, these mines 

still lie active, waiting to explode at any minute. Furthermore, “butterfly mines” are especially 

dangerous to young children, due to the similar appearance to a toy or butterfly. Since the mines 

were left so long ago, however, they may not explode up until forty minutes later, yet only five 

kilograms of weight can set them off.lxxii Children deem more vulnerable to injury or death to 

landmine explosions due to the fact that many of them are too young to read the few signs posted 

warning people of the danger of the butterfly mines. If a child does get lucky and lives through a 

landmine explosion, very few have access to proper medical care and hardly any of them are able 

to receive prosthesis for amputated limbs.lxxiii Medecins Sans Frontieres, otherwise known as 

Doctors Without Borders, recently released a report in regards to the medical issues that arise 

due to landmine usage. Doctors Without Borders does substantial work with Afghan hospitals 

and are often the first responders to victims of landmine explosion. They also work 

collaboratively with the International Campaign to Ban Landmines in order to escalate demining 

efforts. They also call for an advanced landmine ban and increased funding for mine-clearance 

and rehabilitation services in Afghanistan for victims.lxxiv  

 Currently, joint operations throughout the international community have dedicated time 

and assistance in attempted to clear the landmines, and help the over three million refugees 

displaced since the war. One of the programs, the Halo Trust Organization, was established in 

1988 and currently employs almost twenty five hundred people. This company seeks to demine 

the areas of Afghanistan through distributing different types of demining treatment, area 

clearance and ammunition and stockpile destruction. Their main goal is to restore peace and 

safety to the civilians of Afghanistan. Their efforts have proven to be effective as seen with their 

project’s success of clearing almost eight hundred thousand landmine in the country. Halo Trust 

is currently destroying about ten thousand explosive items a month. Additionally, they also work 

toward progressing Afghanistan’s Millennium and securing the Ottawa Landmine Ban Treaty. lxxv 

In addition, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer 
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of Anti-Personnel Mines and their Destruction, otherwise known as the Ottawa Treaty, was 

established in 1997 largely due to the atrocities occurring in Afghanistan. This aims to 

eliminating the use and furthering the destruction of landmines all around the world; however, 

some of the main offenders of Afghanistan landmines distribution such as the United States and 

Russia are not signatories of the document.lxxvi The International Campaign to Ban Landmines 

has set a deadline for a goal of achieving complete landmine demolition. Even though the 

deadline is March 1st, 2023, the international community is not very optimistic about reaching 

that goal. Many current operations have been halted due to the expansive turmoil throughout the 

country and surrounding areas.lxxvii With initiatives going so slow and ceaseless tensions still so 

high, it is unknown how long it may take to establish a landmine free country.  

 

Questions to Consider:        

 What are some cost effective ways to clear both anti-tank and antipersonnel mines? 

 How will you help the people who have been affected by these landmines? 

 What is a safe way to remove anti-personnel mines that will not make the terrain 

unusable for a long time? 

 Does your country still use anti-personnel landmines, if so why? And if not how will you 

convince countries who still use and have them to get rid of them or stop using them? 

 Is your country a signatory of the Ottawa Convention? If so what steps has your country 

taken to meet the requests of this convention? 
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