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Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Surf City XII! 

 

On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model United Nations Program, 

it is our pleasure and honor to welcome you to our twelfth annual advanced delegate 

conference, Surf City XII. The Huntington Beach High School Model United Nations 

Program is a nationally ranked organization with over thirty-five years of conference 

management experience, making us one of the more senior MUN programs on the west 

coast. At Surf City XII, all committees are chaired by delegates in their Junior or Senior 

year who have themselves competed at conferences across the nation. Our chairs also 

undergo a rigorous three month training program to ensure they’re experts in procedure 

and their topic. Topic Synopsis are thoroughly vetted by our Secretariat and Advisor Staff 

along with outside consultation to be sure they reflect only the finest of our program. 

Topics and committees are chosen with an eye for relevance and accessibly to delegates- 

we have never entertained any less-than-professional committees, and nothing other than 

constructive debate is ever entertained on a committee floor. All of our staff is readily 

accessible via email, and information is made available in a timely manner by email and 

our website, hbhsmun.webs.com. We hope you’re excited as we are for this conference.  

We also wanted to take this time to remind of the importance of research and 

preparation for this conference. Surf City MUN has a reputation as a mecca for the most 

competitive and knowledgeable delegates on the west coast, and we highly encourage 

you to invest your time to ensure you can compete at that level. Position Papers are 

highly encouraged for each topic; you can find the Position Paper Guideline on our 

website. To be considered for Research Awards, papers must be submitted to your 

chairs by Friday, January 23rd. HBHSMUN complies with the UCLA Position Paper 

Format.  

On behalf of all of us at HBHSMUN, we’d like to thank you for choosing to 

attend Surf City XII. We’re devoted to ensuring you have the best possible MUN 

experience you’ve had yet, and with your help we’re confident we can achieve that aim. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact either of us, 

we’re more than happy to help. See you in January! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Varsha Midha 
Secretary-General 

  

Julianna Gilman 
Under-Secretary-General 

  

Anna Sedykin 
Under-Secretary-General 

  

Julia Clark 
Under-Secretary-General 
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Welcome to the SC at Surf City XII 

 

All questions and position papers can be sent to sc.surfcityxii@gmail.com by January 23rd 

at 11:59 PM 

 

 Hello delegates! Welcome to Huntington Beach High School’s Surf City XII 

Model United Nations Conference. In the Security Council we will be discussing 

pressing issues that currently pose a threat to international security. As your chairs, we 

encourage you to think about these problems and the effects they are causing in the 

international community to develop unique solutions that fit your nation’s policy. Keep in 

mind that that the purpose of the Security Council is to maintain international peace and 

security, meaning that your solutions should focus on political, economic, and social 

issues that relate to the topics. We hope that you enjoy researching these topics and that 

above all that this conference will prove to be a great learning experience for you. 

 

 My name is Zoie Petrakis and I will be your head chair for the Security Council. I 

am a senior and have been an active member of Model United Nations throughout high 

school. My experience in MUN has truly been valuable and I love to learn about the 

different topics that we discuss. I am currently a senior teacher for the freshmen in MUN 

at HBHS and enjoy going to their conferences and watching them evolve as delegates. In 

school, I am involved in Track & Field, NHS, and am president of the Spanish Literature 

and Culture Club. An interesting fact about me is that I am Greek, and live there part of 

the year, as well as speak and write the language. I greatly enjoy travel, reading, art and 

international affairs. I am very excited to meet you all and engage in captivating debate, 

especially because Security Council is my favorite committee! 

 

 Hi delegates! My name is Makenzie Hajek, I am a junior here at Huntington 

Beach High School, so this is my third year in our MUN program and I could not love it 

more! Apart from being in MUN, I saw for my high school team for two years and have 

been apart of the Academy for the Performing Arts (APA) since freshman year. APA is a 

magnet school for Huntington and all of the schools within the Huntington Beach Union 

High School District. I am a member of the theatre department at APA, and a member of 

Actor’s Repertory, the acting company for APA. This will be my first time ever chairing 

a conference, and I am so excited to see what all of you are going to bring to committee! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sc.surfcityxii@gmail.com
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Topic 1: Syria 

 

Background 

 The Syrian Arab Republic is located in southwestern Asia, north of the Arabian 

Peninsula. Syria’s population is diverse and encompasses a variety of ethnic and religious 

groups. Islam is the predominating religion; however, there is a Christian minority which 

accounts for around 10% of the population.1 Although the population of Syria is mostly 

Sunni, the minority Alawite, Shi’a, and Druze Muslims are favored by the Alawite-led 

government, which has contributed greatly to the growing unrest in the nation. For nearly 

half a century, the Ba’ath party has ruled Syria. In the 1970’s the party came to power 

having a premise of Arab Socialism and was led by the ruler Hafez al-Assad. Becoming a 

prominent member of government initially as the Minister of Defense, al-Assad 

eventually gained enough support to be elected to the presidency in 1971.2 Although 

ruling with a corrupt regime, al-Assad brought stability to Syria and established the 

nation as a regional power. When Hafez al-Assad died in 2000, his son Bashar al-Assad 

was elected almost unanimously because it was against Syrian law to speak out against 

the president and his family.3 Even though the government of the Syrian Arab Republic 

was considered democratic according to Syrian government officials, the elections have 

been fraudulent and misrepresentative of the Syrian people. 

 The movement known as the Arab Spring broke out in 2010 when a man lit 

himself on fire in protest of the government in Tunisia. This action, along with other 

forms of protest that started to take place created a domino effect in which other 

surrounding nations such as Egypt engaged in revolutionary movements. The 

revolutionary spirit brought itself to the Syrian people as well, and in March 2011 

demonstrations broke out in the city of Deraa where several protesters, predominantly the 

youth chanting revolutionary slogans, were captured and tortured by the Syrian 

government’s police forces.4 These harsh actions resulted in backlash from the 

community, as the families and friends of these boys started to rally against the 

government for committing such harsh measures, yet in response, the civilians were faced 

with further police violence. In a period of less than two months, the revolutionary fervor 

had spread throughout Syria calling for al-Assad’s resignation from office. Beginning in 

2012, the protests had made their way to the capital of Damascus where the civilians 

participated in mass demonstrations in advocation for social justice and the release of 

prisoners.5 The government of al-Assad reportedly enacted tear gas on the protesting 

                                                 
1
 "Central African Republic: Rampant Abuses After Coup | Human Rights Watch." 

Central African Republic: Rampant Abuses After Coup | Human Rights Watch. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
2
 The Editors of Encyclopædia Britannica. "Hafiz Al-Assad (president of Syria)." 

Encyclopedia Britannica Online. Encyclopedia Britannica, n.d. Web. 03 Dec. 2014. 
3
 "Bashar Al-Assad." News. N.p., n.d. Web. 05 Dec. 2014. 

4
 "Syrian Conflict: The Background and the Current Situation on the Ground." RSS. N.p., 

n.d. Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
5
 "Syria: The Story of the Conflict." BBC News. N.p., n.d. Web. 06 Dec. 2014. 
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citizens as a response to the civil discord. At the time of these attacks, the international 

community was unaware of the extent to which the civilians were being harmed and the 

revolution was quickly becoming a civil war. 

  In 2012, the violence that was prevalent in cities such as Damascus and Aleppo 

had spread into surrounding regions and rural areas, furthering the implications in the 

civil war. The violence was mostly characterized by protests and riots until August 21, 

2013, when the government of al-Assad used chemical weapons in the Ein Tarma district 

of Damascus, harming thousands of innocent civilians. This Sarin gas was used against 

the civilians, furthering the internal dissension. Attention on Syria was finally brought to 

international attention when videos and images of the attacks and chaos went viral in the 

media. Initially, al-Assad’s regime stated that it was the rebels that had conducted the 

attacks in an attempt to frame the government. Regardless of accusations, the 

international community expressed its deep concern for Syria and called for the removal 

of all chemical weapons. Although reluctant, Syria agreed to comply with its ally Russia, 

who was urging the nation to place its chemical weapons under international watch in 

order to avoid intervention by western nations.6 In September 2013, Syria formed an 

agreement with the United Nations and the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons (OPCW) that ensured its removal of all chemical weapons; however, in a recent 

Security Council meeting, representatives of the United States stated their concern that 

the nation may still secretly posses such weapons.7  

 The regime of al-Assad has essentially been deteriorating since the start of the 

war, yet it has remained in power due to the support of an Alawite minority and 

international allies. As a result of the growing power of rebel groups, the Syrian National 

Council formed at the beginning of the revolution. Unable to gain proper support and 

international recognition, the SNC was replaced by the National Coalition for Syrian 

Revolutionary and Opposition Forces in November 2012. These groups have focused on 

removing Bashar al-Assad from power and promoting a democratic and representative 

Syrian government. As an extension of these efforts, the Free Syrian Army was created 

and has been the main contributor of attacks that are carried out on the government. The 

rebel forces are essentially comprised of a variety of ideologies and have taken different 

levels of extremism. Other active rebels include groups such as the Jaysh al-Islam, 

Suqour al-Sham, and the Syrian Islamic Liberation Front (SILF), all of which have 

different ideas for Syria’s future, but all share the common goal of removing al-Assad 

from power. 

 Although initially internal, the conflict between Syria’s government and its people 

has become a proxy war in recent months.8 The conflict has been intensified due to the 

fact that allies on both sides of the conflict have been receiving aid. The government, 

supported by the Alawite minority, has received aid and support from nations including 

Russia, Iran, and to an extent China, although they have chosen to take a more non-

                                                 
6
 "Syria Says It "welcomes" Russian Proposal to Place Chemical Weapons under 

International Control." CBSNews. CBS Interactive, n.d. Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
7"Assad May Still Have Chemical Weapons." Time. Time, n.d. Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
8
  "Syria: The Story of the Conflict." BBC News. N.p., n.d. Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
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interventionist stance. The regime of al-Assad has also been supported by the terrorist 

group Hezbollah, which is predominantly active in Lebanon. Likewise, the rebels, 

although more factionalized, also receive support from various nations. The major 

supporters include primarily Arab states such as Turkey, Saudi Arabia, and Qatar. 

Additionally, the United States, United Kingdom, France and other western nations have 

also provided support to the insurgent forces, although this aid has been subsided with the 

rise of religious radicalism and Sunni jihadists.  

 Furthermore, the violence in Syria has resulted in a movement for the Kurdish 

fight towards independence. There are nearly 2.5 million Kurds living in Syria, especially 

in the northern region bordering Turkey. This semi-autonomous region is known as 

Rojava, meaning “sunset” in the Kurdish language.9 The Rojava region has fought for its 

independence, leading the conflict to spill into Turkey. In response to this, the Turkish 

government has closed its border with Syria in an attempt to prevent the unrest from 

further affecting their nation. The Kurds have also formed rebel groups to fight against 

the reign of al-Assad.To represent the Kurdish population in Syria, three political parties 

have formed the National Co-ordination Committee (NCC) in 2011. The most prominent 

Kurdish political party is the Democratic Unit Party (PYD) that has created a military 

branch called the Popular Protection Units. This group claims to have nearly 15,000 

fighters in the war. 

 The chaos that has resulted from the Syrian conflict has allowed for terrorist 

groups to gain more power and influence in the region. Most recently, the jihadist group 

called The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant has posed an even greater threat to 

security in the region. The group, often abbreviated ISIS, IS, or ISIL declared a caliphate 

in the region and has attracted thousands of fighters and supporters. Other jihadist groups 

such as Al-Nusra have formed as a result of the Islamic State’s gain in power and control. 

The international community has been very concerned with the extremist actions of the 

terrorist organization, which is why surrounding nations have responded to the issue. In 

mid-2014, a coalition of nations created a response to fighting ISIS. With the support of 

the United States, surrounding countries including Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 

Emirates, Turkey and others have sent troops into Syria and allowed for the training of 

these soldiers within their own borders. Many western nations including the United 

Kingdom and France have conducted airstrikes to fight ISIS. Regardless of the efforts of 

the international community, ISIS continues to gain power and influence in the region.  

 The situation in Syria also poses one of the greatest humanitarian concerns within 

the international community. As of December 2014, there are nearly 11 million people in 

need of humanitarian aid as a result of the conflict.10 Over 6.5 million are internally 

displaced persons in Syria; however, this encompasses only a part of the issue, as 

countless citizens continue to flee the country in search of refuge. These refugees have 

                                                 
9
 "The Plight of the Syrian Kurds." The Institute of Politics at Harvard University. N.p., 

n.d. Web. 03 Dec. 2014. 
10"Syrian Conflict: The Background and the Current Situation on the Ground." RSS. N.p., 

n.d. Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
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fled to Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq, Jordan, and Egypt.11 The majority of refugee camps exist 

in Lebanon and Turkey, which poses a direct threat to these nations' stability and 

security. Lebanon hosts over a million refugees which have been difficult to assist due to 

the problem of sectarian violence. Although there are minimal resources and aid 

opportunities, the leaders of the nations have partnered with other organizations to 

support their populations. Recently Turkish prime minister Erdogan visited two refugee 

camps in Ceylanpınar and Şanlıurfa to show his support for helping the situation, 

especially given his strong opposition to the terrorist organization ISIL. When speaking 

to a group of refugees, Erdoğan stated, “the camps facing many problems. I assume these 

problems will continue for a while but the brutal Syrian regime can no longer survive in 

Syria.”12 Although there is some support to the countless refugees in camps, over 70% of 

refugees live outside of camps and lack any support at all. There is minimal assistance to 

refugees and IDPs, yet most active organizations in surrounding nations such as the 

World Health Organization, the Food and Agricultural Organization, and the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees have provided as much support as they can. 

The most heavily affected people in the conflict has been Syria’s youth, which is why 

they have been considered the “lost generation.”  

 As the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic worsens, the international 

community is struggling to find the best response to this threat for international security. 

Past efforts in the UN and Arab League have failed, leading to further conflicts to erupt 

and manifest themselves in the surrounding regions. Although the international 

community recognizes the severity of this issue, there has been much indecisiveness on 

the best actions to be taken. 

 

UN Involvement  

 The situation in Syria has proven to be one of the most concerning threats to 

international security. Thus, the international community has been greatly involved in 

actions to stop the progression of violence in the region. Due to the nature of the 

situation, the Security Council has expressed concern for all aspects of the problem, 

including sociopolitical, economic, and humanitarian. The concerns that have resulted 

from Syria have been discussed in a variety of bodies in the United Nations as the 

member countries desperately make an attempt to stop the violence. The most recent 

Security Council Report on Syria was published on November 25, 2014 and reported that 

more support to the region was very necessary. Resolution 2165 which was adopted on 

July 14, 2014 specifically outlined and addressed the various aspects of the Syrian 

situation.  

 The United Nations has coordinated with the Arab League and the UN Envoy for 

Syria (currently Staffan de Mistura) in order to develop the best approach for helping the 

situation.13 Attempts of previous envoys have properly addressed the issue; however, the 

                                                 
11"Lebanon." Syrian Refugees. N.p., n.d. Web. 04 Dec. 2014. 
12

 "AP Sources: ISIS, Al Qaeda Joining Forces in Syria." CBSNews. CBS Interactive, n.d. 

Web. 05 Dec. 2014.  
13

 "UN Syrian Envoy." United Nations. United Nations, n.d. Web. 
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plans have not been completely implemented. This was the case with Kofi Annan’s Six-

Point Peace Plan which focused on the governmental transition to peace, but was not 

successful and was thus replaced by the plan of Lakdhar Brahimi. 

 Regarding the humanitarian aspect of the problem in Syria and the surrounding 

regions, the international community has taken extensive measures in providing aid and 

assistance. The United Nations has deemed the humanitarian situation to be 

“unprecedented” as over 57 million individuals will be targeted in an attempt to give 

them aid.14 In the General Assembly Resolution 46/182, the UN appointed the United 

Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) to be the 

coordinators for the aid and assistance that would be reaching Syria.15 Furthermore, other 

international agencies such as the UNHCR and World Food Programme have supported 

the refugees and IDPs in the region. As of 2015, there is much concern about the funding 

of these projects as the UN has estimated that it will need nearly $16 billion to provide 

adequate support to those in need. These concerns prove to be limitations to the 

international community’s ability to act in response to the situation. 

 In the Security Council, the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic is heavily 

debated, especially due to the recent expansion of the conflict as well as the increasing 

sectarian violence. In the latter half of 2014, three major resolutions concerning the issue 

were passed. Security Council Resolution S/RES/2170 specifically addresses the 

condemnation of the recruitment of insurgent forces in the region as well as how to 

prevent the groups’ further growth. Following this resolution, S/RES/2178 was passed in 

September 2014. This resolution frameworks anti-terrorism measures that should be 

taken in the region. The aforementioned resolutions are extremely responsive and 

comprehensively provide measures for the international community to explicitly execute. 

 

Case Study 

 The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria, or ISIS, (also referred to as ISIL or Islamic 

State of Iraq and Levant) is a terrorist group that has a goal to create an Islamic State 

across the Sunni Muslim areas of both Iraq and Syria, and it functions off of Sharia Law. 

ISIS gained significant support from many Iraqi soldiers after the disbanding of Saddam 

Hussein’s government. They have created a campaign of brutality to gain control. Public 

executions, such as beheadings and crucifixions, have been their latest form of fear and 

power assertion. Their leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, is something of a ghost. Little is 

known about him and his habits, other than how he runs his organization. On June 29, 

2014, ISIS announced the creation of an Islamic State that erases all state borders, 

therefore making Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi the self-declared authority over the world's 

estimated 1.5 billion Muslims.16  

                                                 
14

 "UN Appeals for Record $16bn in Aid." BBC News. BBC, n.d. Web. 06 Dec. 2014. 
15 “Amos’s Syria”.United Nations. UN.org. n.d. Web. 06 Dec. 2014. 
16

 "Central African Republic: Rampant Abuses After Coup | Human Rights Watch." 

Central African Republic: Rampant Abuses After Coup | Human Rights Watch. N.p., n.d. 

Web. 05 Dec. 2014. 
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 In May 2014, ISIS captured 140 Kurdish school boys in Syria and forced them 

into intense, radical Islamic studies.17 They have freely announced that they will set fire 

to the tyranny of western democracy, throughout the world, if they have to. ISIS is an 

extremely violent force that is rapidly gaining strength. The US has been trying to 

develop an inclusive strategy to combat ISIS, but due to recent developments, they and 

other western nations who have aimed to destroy the terrorist organization, have had to 

change their policy.  

 On November 13, 2014, ISIS announced that they may try to start a joint force 

with al-Nusra, the al-Qaeda affiliate in Syria.18 The al-Nusra Front, which has dominated 

in Northern Syria, has previously denounced any possibility of working with ISIS due to 

their policy and undeniable attempt to eventually turn on al-Nusra. Regardless of this, 

they have started the alter opinion. Even though the possible joining is highly unlikely, it 

proves to be a major problem in the region.19 ISIS and al-Nusra would join forces with 

the hopes of taking over Bashar al- Assad’s regime, which could prove to be more 

harmful to the Syrian conflict than the implications of the current state. This puts a large 

issue on the task of trying to further protect the rebels. Now, western forces will also need 

to combat ISIS and Assad, while trying to keep the refugees and civilians safe. It also 

changes the policies of some nations. While ISIS is not the main issue of the Syrian war, 

it is one, that if unchecked, will lead to devastating results. Already, they have forced 1.2 

million Iraqis from their homes and as of November 16, 2014, they have claimed to have 

killed a total of five western citizens and paraded this “accomplishment” via video 

messages and the media.  

 Along with having to worry about ISIS, the original foreign based terrorist group 

that is still a prevalent issue, is al-Nusra, an al Qaeda based terrorist group. It was formed 

in 2011 by al Qaeda in Iraq (AQI) as a group to organize jihadist cells in Syria. However, 

al-Nusra has grown in popularity amongst the Syrian rebels as they have proven a reliable 

supplier of arms, fighters and funding from various donors.20 They have gained respect 

from the Free Syrian Army (FSA) due to their professional organization and skill on the 

battlefield. Al-Nusra was also the first group in Syria to publicly announce that they were 

the ones responsible for several terrorist attacks that killed Syrian civilians. They have 

gained such a popularity among the Syrian rebel groups, that when the US announced in 

2012, that al-Nusra was officially a recognized terrorist group, the FSA protested the 

statement.  

 However, not all rebels and civilians in Syria are content with the rebels as they 

have tried to impose religious laws in the areas that they are in control of. They do in fact 

wish to overthrow the Assad regime and instate a Sunni government; however, unlike 

                                                 
17

 "Guide to the Syrian Rebels." BBC News. N.p., n.d. Web. 06 Dec. 2014. 
18

 Fantz, Ashley, Mick Krever, Jim Sciutto, Elise Labott, and Khushbu Shah. "Who's 

Doing What in the Coalition Battle against ISIS." CNN. Cable News Network, 01 Jan. 

1970. Web. 06 Dec. 2014. 
19

 "ISIS Fast Facts." CNN. Cable News Network, 17 Nov. 2014. Web. 05 Dec. 2014. 
20

 "AP Sources: ISIS, Al Qaeda Joining Forces in Syria." CBSNews. CBS Interactive, n.d. 

Web. 05 Dec. 2014. 
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ISIS, they do not wish to seek support from other Islamist groups and wish to be in sole 

control. They have also refrained from utilizing brutal public killing rampages, like 

ISIS.21  

 Although ISIS announced that they were to create a coalition with al-Nusra, it will 

most likely never happen. Al- Nusra does not wish to run a co-regime with ISIS. It was 

not al -Nusra which announced this potential merging, but rather the organization’s 

parent group, the AQI, that began the unproven rumor. Al-Nusra is refusing to join, and 

will most likely continue, possibly with more violence, if ISIS continues to provoke the 

organization. There have been many battles between al-Nusra and ISIS, and after al-

Nusra claimed that they would have no further affiliation with ISIS, several of its 

members defected to ISIS. As of March 2014, 3,000 fighters have been killed in battles 

between the two groups.22 Although in some areas the two have been forced to fight 

together, tensions between the opposing groups remain high and have further augmented 

the violence in the region. Both groups must be taken into consideration and dealt with 

because of their very active involvement and strong ability to gain a position of command 

in Syria. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. Why have the actions taken by the international community been unsuccessful in 

Syria? What actions should be taken to help the situation politically, economically, and 

socially? 

2. What is the main cause for the sectarian violence in Syria and the surrounding 

areas? Who are the main players in the violence and what can be done to promote 

coexistence amongst the various groups? 

3. How can surrounding nations with the burden of millions of refugees prevent the 

conflict from having negative effects on them? What can be done to ensure that the 

conflict does not spill into their own borders? 

4. What is the best type of government for Syria? How would this government 

system be determined and by whom? To what extent can the international community 

be involved in this process? 

5. To what extent does your country support external involvement in Syria? How 

can sovereignty still be maintained with the involvement of the international 

community? Which side is the best to support? 

6. What are some short-term and long-term developmental goals for Syria? How can 

the Syrian people such as those belonging to the “lost generation” be provided a 

pathway to education and future successes? 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
21

 The Independent. Independent Digital News and Media, n.d. Web. 07 Dec. 2014. 
22 "Jabhat Al-Nusra." Stanford University. N.p., n.d. Web. 05 Dec. 2014. 
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Topic 2: Central Africa Republic 

 

Background 

  The Central African Republic was a colony of France until gaining its 

independence in 1960. It had gained some autonomy by the late 1950s and ruled under 

Barthelemy Boganda. When Boganda died in 1959, his nephew David Dacko took power 

under a one-party system called the Social Evolution Movement of Black Africa 

(MESAN). Dacko’s rule was short-lived and by 1965 general Jean-Bedel Bokassa had 

ousted Dacko and declared himself leader of the nation for life. With this, the country 

was named the “Central African Empire” and was ruled in a powerful and authoritarian 

manner. In 1979, Dacko was reinstalled as the nation’s ruler with the support of the 

French and many protesters, primarily the youth. In less than two years, a military coup 

led by André Kolingba ousted Dacko and rule under a military junta was run for nearly a 

decade. A democratic movement swept across the nation in 1990 and was led by Angé-

Felipe Patassé, who ceased and maintained power in the Central African Republic until 

2004, with the outbreak of the CAR Bush War. As a result of the war, a new leader, 

Francois Bozize came to power in the government. The modern conflict in the CAR can 

be traced to the laws prohibiting religious intolerance and fundamentalism which were 

passed shortly after Bozize came to power. These laws specifically targeted the Muslim 

minority in the CAR and prompted the formation of the Union of Democratic 

Revolutionary Forces which ousted Bozize. As a result, Michel Djotodia a pro-Muslim 

ruler started the period of religious separation by targeting the majority of 

the population, the Christians. It has been this political instability and volatility that has 

prompted the conflict in the CAR.  

 The Central African Republic is one of the most ethnically and religiously diverse 

nations in Africa, having a Christian majority of around 80%, a Sunni Muslim population 

around 15%, and 5% of various local and traditional religions. These different groups 

existed in relative peace and cooperation until Francois Bozize came to power, after 

which the government became more religiously polarized. In 2012, a coalition of rebel 

forces came together to create the Seleka, meaning “coalition” in the local language, 

Sango. The main goal of the Seleka is to remove any influence from the Christian 

majority, who have historically been influential in government. To respond to the Seleka, 

a group of Christians formed the anti-Balaka rebel group. The fighters of these two 

groups are primarily poor young villagers that are driven by emotion to fight and protect 

their religious rights. The anti-Balaka forces based their goals and platform on the 

removal of Djotodia from office. This was attempted by the anti-Balaka forces using a 

coup in 2013. This movement was sparked in the capital of Bangui and resulted in the 

attack of Muslims from the area. Until this coup was enacted, the city had been separated 

by the Muslim and Christian populations which each lived in segregated neighborhoods 

such as the PK12 and Miskine. As a result of this prior integration, the violence and 

protest heavily affected regions such as these. 

 After the violence subsided, a new leader was elected, Catherine Samba-Panza. 

Although only ruling in an interim government, Samba-Panza has been charged with re-
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stabilizing the nation and making efforts to promote anti-corruption measures. To an 

extent she has been successful; however, the nation still remains in complete turmoil and 

faces political, economic, and social problems. Given her situation, the international 

community recognizes that her efforts have been much greater than those of past leaders 

and thus she has received approval from many international powers.  

 The conflict in the Central African Republic has been mostly fueled by the 

citizens themselves; however, the issue was further complicated when the FOMAC, a 

special French military force became involved in the region. The FOMAC include 2,000 

French troops, 6,000 African Union troops and 1,000 soldiers from the European Union. 

Although the FOMAC have not been explicitly successful in completely stopping the 

violence and bloodshed, they have effectively worked to prevent local insurrections and 

violent attacks between the Seleka and Anti-Balaka. Throughout the CAR, the Christian 

population has been seen to support the French FOMAC troops, while the Muslims 

believe that the forces are only targeting them. This belief arose from the FOMAC’s 

attempt to disarm the Seleka while the Anti-Balaka were left unchecked. Regardless of 

these beliefs and accusations, the FOMAC have remained unaligned and have a sole 

purpose in trying to prevent the civilians and ensure an effective transition to peace in the 

nation. Due to the fact that the French FOMAC forces had been previously active in 

neighboring Chad in the early 2000’s, they have recruited many Chadian mercenaries to 

fight in the conflict. An implication that has arisen as a result of this is that many of these 

Chadian mercenaries are secretly working for the Seleka forces and often times pose as 

members of the FOMAC in order to draw fire on the people and encourage violent 

attacks.  

 Most recently, the violent attacks between the Christian and Muslim populations 

have been shifted to victimize the Muslim population. Following the coup led by the 

Anti-Balaka forces in mid-2013, the Muslim population has been targeted excessively 

and forced to leave entirely from the capital of Bangui. Therefore, the millions of Muslim 

internally displaced persons have been forced to find refuge in the northern regions of the 

Central African Republic, further alluding to the impending separation. According to 

many human rights watch organizations, the situation in the CAR may be considered a 

genocide since so many individuals have fallen victim to the violence that is specifically 

targeting the opposing group. 

 The United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon recently stressed that more 

support to the region would be needed and some 10,000 peacekeeping forces would be 

needed to quell the ravaging violence. He also stated that United Nations police officers 

would be needed as well due to the fact that the government in the CAR lacks any form 

of execution of power. In September 2014, the International Criminal Court took 

measures to open an investigation within the CAR and attempt to convict the leaders of 

the terrorist groups.  
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UN Involvement 

 The United Nations has recognized the severity of the conflict in the Central 

African Republic and thus has passed a multitude of resolutions and is working with a 

variety of organizations. The UN, as of late, has been working very closely with the 

European Union. The European Union has announced a strong stance to help with the 

conflict in the CAR, through the financial deployment of MISCA in accordance with the 

African Peace Facility. 

 MISCA is the AU-led International Support Mission to the CAR. The acronym is 

based off of the mission name written in French: “Mission internationale de soutien à la 

Centrafrique sous conduite africaine.” The goal of MISCA is to use French peacekeeping 

forces to maintain the crisis in the CAR at a manageable level and to provide swift relief 

for the civilians at risk in the region.  

 After the general success of MISCA, the UN formed MINUSCA, the United 

Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission in the Central African 

Republic, specifically created in resolution 2149 (2014). MINUSCA was created for a 

base period lasting until April 30, 2015. MINUSCA is also planned to absorb the 

program known as BINUCA into their mission. BUNICA is the UN Integrated Peace-

building Office in Central African Republic which focuses on direct response to the 

situation in the CAR. BINUCA has been functioning in the CAR since January 2010, but 

MINUSCA is far more specific and has been able to better implement a protection system 

for the civilians in CAR. As of September 15 2014, MINUSCA has deployed 10,000 

military personnel: 240 military observers, 200 staff officers, 1,800 police personnel, 

1,400 formed police unit personnel, 400 individual police officers, and 20 corrections 

officers.23  

 The Security Council also gave MINUSCA the ability to take any and all means 

necessary to carry out its intended goals (this specifically within MINUSCA’s 

capabilities). The Council also asked for the Secretary-General, while working with the 

AU, to send in a transitional team to oversee the change from MISCA/BINUCA to 

MINUSCA, and to make sure that it is seamless.24 In addition, another goal was to 

appoint a Special Representative for the Central African Republic and Head of Mission 

of MINUSCA, who, after the date of appointment (September 15, 2014), has gained 

authority for the coordination of all activities of the United Nations program in the 

CAR.25 The Security Council also made the decision to allow for French forces to come 

into the CAR and help MINUSCA until the end of their mandate.  

 As of now, the transition from MISCA to MINUSCA, which happened officially 

on September 15, 2014, has already proven to be effective. MINUSCA has already begun 

to use their powers within the CAR to help protect the civilians in their specified areas of 

                                                 
23

 "Diamondfacts.org." - Conflict Diamonds. N.p., n.d. Web. 05 Dec. 2014. 
24

 Clarkson, Iain, and Ken Matthysen & Iain Clarks. "Gold and Diamonds in the Central 

African Republic:." Gold and Diamonds in the Central African Republic (n.d.): n. pg. 

Web. 
25

 Williams, Jamie. "Syria's Children to Become 'lost Generation'" CBCnews. CBC/Radio 

Canada, 14 Mar. 2013. Web. 07 Dec. 2014. 
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deployment. The SC is very confident that MINUSCA will prove to be far more effective 

than MISCA or BINUCA ever was, and this gives hope to the international community 

and those residing in that CAR, that the conflict will have an end in sight. 

 

Case Study 
 The illegal gold and diamond trade is said to be partially to blame for financing 

the conflict in the Central African Republic. However, the main conflict gem that brings 

in the most funding is the conflict diamond, or more commonly known as the “blood 

diamond.” Conflict diamonds are diamonds that are illegally traded in order to fund 

armed conflicts and civil wars in central and western Africa. The illegal diamond trade in 

CAR accounts for as much as $100 million worth of illicit and conflict diamonds every 

year. The traders often get more money for selling to foreign investors and have been 

known to be extremely skilled at mixing the illegitimate diamonds in amongst the real 

diamonds.  

 Conflict diamonds became known to the world during the extremely merciless 

conflict in Sierra Leone in the late 1990s. At the time, it was estimated that conflict 

diamonds accounted for 4% of the world’s diamond production. As of now, it has been 

reduced to roughly 1%. However, in 2011, the CAR exported 323,575.30 carats, worth 

29.7 billion Central African Francs (XAF). In 2010, CAR exported 301,557.62 carats and 

in 2012 it was 210, 684.78 carats. In regard to their gold trade, in 2010, they exported 

56,475.70 grams, 72,834.51 grams in 2011, and 30,670.40 in 2012. It is obvious that in 

both regards, the exports of the diamonds and gold, have decreased drastically since 

2011.26 However, the illegal trafficking of both still account for the majority of the 

funding for the atrocities in the CAR and still demand attention  

 The international community, realizing the need to address the conflict, created 

the Kimberley Process (KP), which was created in May, 2000 discusses ways to stop the 

trade of conflict diamonds and ensure that the purchase of diamonds throughout the 

world is not financing any rebel movements aiming to go against a legitimate 

government. The KP is open to all countries that are able and willing to hold up all of 

their requirements.27 Global diamond trade bodies have also created a ‘System of 

Warranties’. It is a voluntary industry scheme in which companies are encouraged to 

write a statement in all invoices which claims that the diamond being sold is conflict free. 

However, most major jewelers in major western nations, like the UK and US don't have 

any definitive way of knowing for certain where exactly their diamonds have come from. 

This is why Global Witness, an organization which seeks to expose the economic 

networks behind corruption, conflict, and environmental destruction, has urged all 

nations to implement this ‘System of Warranties’.28 To make sure that all diamonds sold 

are conflict free, they recommend that all major sellers find a way to locate the exact 
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seller and mine that their diamonds are coming from, take caution in choosing suppliers 

(making sure all suppliers are trustworthy), and require that suppliers have independent 

auditing measures in place, for all companies to publish their conflict diamond policy, 

and to work with law enforcement agencies to criminalize the selling of conflict 

diamonds.  

 These conflict diamonds are one of the main funding measures for the illicit 

behavior on the CAR, allowing for the Seleka and Anti-Balaka forces to continually be 

supported economically. Though the illegal gem trade in the CAR is far less than most 

African nations, it is still providing funds and an economic base for these atrocities. 

 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. Why was the international community so late in responding to the situation in the 

Central African Republic? How has this affected the situation and what can be done by 

the international community to continue to help the nation? 

2. What can be done to support the Central African Republic in the short-term as 

compared to the long-term? Are there any investments that can be made in the nation 

to promote its growth and stability? 

3. Does your country believe that the violence in the Central African Republic 

should be considered a genocide? If so, how is this justified by international law and 

what should be done to stop it? 

4. What measures can be taken to fix the corruption of the government? Who should 

be in power? 

5. What can the United Nations do to prevent the harmful implications that result 

from conflict resources? 

6. The discrimination and sectarian violence in the CAR is deeply rooted in society. 

What types of societal reforms can be implemented in order to prevent inter-religious 

hatred and discrimination? 
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