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Dear Delegates,	

Welcome to Surf City XIV! On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model 
United Nations Program, it is our pleasure and honor to welcome you to our thirteenth annual 
advanced delegate conference, Surf City XIV. The Huntington Beach High School Model United 
Nations Program is a nationally ranked organization with over thirty-six years of conference 
management experience, making us one of the more senior MUN programs on the west coast. At 
Surf City XIV, all committees are chaired by delegates in their Junior or Senior year who have 
themselves competed at conferences across the nation. Our chairs also undergo a rigorous three-
month training program to ensure that they are experts in procedure and their topic, and at least 
one of the chairs has had prior dais experience. Topic Synopses are thoroughly vetted by our 
Secretariat and Advisor Staff along with outside consultation, to be sure they reflect only the 
finest of our program. Topics and committees are chosen with an eye for relevance and 
accessibility to delegates - we have never entertained any less-than-professional committees, and 
nothing other than constructive debate is ever entertained on a committee floor. All of our staff is 
readily accessible via email, and information is made available in a timely manner by email and 
our website, hbhsmun.webs.com. We hope you’re excited as we are for this conference.  

We also wanted to take this time to remind of the importance of research and preparation 
for this conference. Surf City MUN has a reputation as a mecca for the most competitive and 
knowledgeable delegates on the west coast, and we highly encourage you to invest your time to 
ensure you can compete at that level. Position Papers are highly encouraged for each topic; you 
can find the Position Paper Guideline on our website. To be considered for Research Awards, 
papers must be submitted to your chairs by 11:59 P.M. on Friday, January 27th. The papers 
must include an introductory section including topic background and country policy, a UN 
involvement section, and lastly the delegate’s proposed solutions. 

On behalf of all of us at HBHSMUN, we’d like to thank you for choosing to attend Surf 
City XIV. We’re devoted to ensuring you have the best possible MUN experience you’ve had 
yet, and with your help we’re confident we can achieve that aim. Should you have any questions 
or concerns feel free to email the Secretariat at hbhsmun@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing 
you this February!  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
______________________ 
Antoinette Nguyen 
Secretary-General 

  
_____________________ 
Emily Le 
Under-Secretary-General 

 
 
_______________________ 
Matthew Anderegg 
Under-Secretary-General 

  
 
___________________ 
Cody Meicht 
Under-Secretary General 
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Welcome to United Nations Environmental Program at Surf City XIV  

 
All questions and position papers can be sent to surfcitymun.unep@gmail.com ! 

 
Hi delegates! My name is Eva Finley and I will be your head chair for Surf City XIV! I 

know, this is very exciting stuff. I am a senior and this is my fourth and final year of MUN at the 
beautiful Huntington Beach High School. Although I will be sad to leave, I have had an amazing 
experience in my school’s Model United Nations program. Throughout the last four years, I have 
also been heavily involved in student government at our school, and I am currently HBHS’ 
Associated Student Body Vice President. Between MUN and ASB, I manage to squeeze in time 
for my love of Netflix, marine life, the French language, and managing my slow growing social 
media platform. MUN is FUN! Go Oilers! This conference is going to be fun, and PLEASE 
email us if you have any questions. Don’t be scared because we are all very friendly. I love these 
topics and think they are so incredibly important in the world today, so I look forward to hearing 
your solutions and debate come time for committee. 
 

Hello fellow MUNers! I am Corrin Bouma, a senior in MUN and one of your head chairs. 
In my free time, I enjoy long naps, however due to my packed schedule I rarely am able to 
accomplish that. I am on ASB with Eva, and virtually everything else. Participating in Junior 
Lifeguards for 8 years, I have a strong love of everything related to the ocean, and have a great 
appreciation for maintaining as clean of an environment as possibly. Growing up next to the 
Bolsa Chica Wetlands, going camping, always visiting the beach, and visiting the mountains has 
exposed me to the importance of respecting our environment. Reduce Reuse Recycle! Eva, 
Nicole, and I all played volleyball for Club H, so you guys are going to have some well-rounded 
chairs. I am very excited to listen to all of your solutions to these prominent issues, and I cannot 
wait to meet you guys!   
 
            Hello delegates! My name is Nicole Cochran and I will be one of your co-chairs for this 
year’s Surf City XIV Conference. I am a junior here at Huntington Beach High School, and 
embarking on my third year of MUN. I highly value Model United Nations for all of the great 
experiences it has offered me so far. This will be my first time chairing the Surf City Conference 
and I could not be more excited. Outside of committee, I play volleyball for both Huntington 
Beach High School and Club H, enjoy grueling hikes with my friends, loading up on caffeine, 
and biking along Pacific Coast Highway. Both topics are extremely prevalent today, so I look 
forward to your intuitive solutions, knowledge of the topics, and high-level debate.	
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Climate Change 

 

Background:  

Planet Earth has always experienced a natural climate change. It is comprised of a 

cyclical pattern of temperature variations including glacial and interglacial ages, with the 

extensive rising and falling of temperatures. A glacial time period is when climate becomes 

colder, while an interglacial time period is when climate gets warmer. Information about these 

temperatures can be roughly estimated up to 600 million years ago, and accurately 800,000 years 

ago. The natural cycle Earth experiences includes a long cold glacial epoch – not to be confused 

with an ice age – followed by a shorter warmer interglacial epoch which results in a repetitive 

pattern. By definition, an ice age consists of several glacial epochs separated by warmer 

interglacial epochs, thus the cycle is formed.i  

In order to understand the climate changes of the current epoch and millions of years 

before it, basic knowledge and vocabulary like epoch and age is crucial. The International 

Chronostratigraphic Chart states there are six main period categories: Super Eon, Eon, Era, 

Period, Epoch, Age. Each one is the subdivision to the other. For example, the super eon is the 

largest category in all, and its subdivision is an eon; while an eon’s subdivision is an era – the 

pattern continues. Today’s date is a part of the Holocene epoch (no age name has been specified 

yet), which began 11,700 years ago.  Before that, the Upper (age) Pleistocene (epoch) took place 

between 11,700 and 126,000 years ago.ii 

Currently, the Earth is experiencing an ice age that started 2.6 million years ago, 

immediately at the start of the Pleistocene epoch.  This means continental glaciers and ice covers 

still exist in the Polar Regions.  Since the start of this ice age, a glacial-interglacial cycle has 

occurred at different periodicities; but within the last 500,000 years, each glacial-interglacial 

cycle has lasted 100,000 years. Before then, each cycle was only 41,000 years, and as short as 

23,000 years. The time length of a glacial-interglacial period all depends on the Earth’s relativity 

to the sun – most importantly the amount of radiation it receives.  With the discovery of why 

these periodicities alter between glacial-interglacial periods, it became known as Milankovitch 

cycles including, three variations (discovered by geophysicist Milutin Milanković, hence the 

name):  Orbital Eccentricity, Axial Tilt, and Precession of the Equinoxes.  Each cycle has 

different amounts of radiation collected and transferred at different points in the cycle through 

Earth’s atmosphere.iii 

The Orbital Eccentricity cycle, the first of the Milankovitch cycles, occurs for about 

100,000 years and transforms from an elliptic shape to an almost circular cycle.  The importance 

of an Orbital Eccentricity cycle is that it can lengthen seasons by generally 20-30%.  This does 

not occur independently though; it is caused by the Solar System’s gravitational pulls.  The 

closest the Earth will ever be to the Sun is 91 million miles, this position is called 

Perihelion.  Aphelion is when Earth is farthest at roughly 95 million miles. 

Next, the Axial Tilt, which is the second cycle, lasts about 41,000 years shifting the 

Earth’s axis from 22.1 degrees to 24.5 degrees.  The less tilt residing in the axis allows for cooler 

summers and milder winters, thus the formation of ice and a glacial period occurring. To the 

contrary assumption that colder winters and hotter summers allow for glacial periods, but the 

more important factor is to have cooler summers and milder winters, to prevent melting.iv  

The third and final cycle – Precession – can take place for approximately 23,000 to 

28,500 years to complete. Earth’s spin on its axis technically wobbles as it rotates counter 



 

 

 

 

5 

 United Nations Environmental Program 

February 3rd- February 4th, 2017  

clockwise due to its equator not being directly level with its gravitational orbit of the Sun, Moon, 

and other planets residing in the Solar System. But these gravitational pulls around the orbital 

axis, result in Earth’s orbital rotation to turn clockwise. This results in the phenomenon called 

precession of the equinoxes – essentially overtime the seasons will shift.  

Individually all three cycles have an effect on the amount of solar radiation the Earth 

experiences. But when all three cycles perform in unison they have the ability to neutralize, 

counteract, or intensify the effects of one another. Glacial epochs are activated when eccentricity 

is large, tilt is small, and perihelion occurs in Northern Hemisphere winter.  Milder winters and 

cooler summers keep snow from melting over the summer seasons allowing for the continuation 

of snow and ice buildup. Interglacial epochs are triggered when perihelion occurs in Northern 

Hemisphere summer, and earth’s tilt is at its greatest. The summers and winters are warmer 

allowing the glaciers and ice covers to melt. 

Finally, the most relevant aspect of these glacial-interglacial cycles is that the pattern of 

carbon dioxide concentration in parts per million (ppm) trend – within the atmosphere – 

identically matches the rise and fall of the Antarctic temperature pattern of the last 800,000 

years. Typically, Antarctic temperatures peak at 4°C with carbon dioxide emission right beside it 

peaking at 275/285 ppm. However, on the other hand, when the Antarctic is experiencing its 

coldest glacial epochs, it reaches as low as -10°C with carbon dioxide emissions close to nadir at 

175 ppm. This has all occurred naturally on its own for hundreds of thousands of years in the 

same ppm trend. 

 Now that Earth’s natural climate change has scientifically been explained, what problem 

is being experienced today, and why is it receiving so much attention from the international 

platform, the United Nations Environment Program?  Reported from the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) in 2013, there is strong scientific evidence to form the consensus that 

global climate is changing at an alarming rate due to human activity that might be irreversible. 

The principal contributing factors for human-induced climate change is greenhouse gas 

emissions from four main sources:  industry, transportation, agriculture, and other critical 

economic sectors.  As these should be the focus of committee.   

Carbon dioxide and methane are the most exacerbated greenhouse gas by humans. It 

includes the burning of fossil fuels such as oil, gas, and coal, nitrous oxides, and methane.  In 

2014, it was estimated that 91% of carbon dioxide emissions derived from fossil fuels: coal being 

the number one culprit with 42%, oil coming in second with 33%, trailing in last with 19% and 

6% were gas and cement.v 

Furthermore, deforestation has two impacts on carbon dioxide emissions: First being the 

“slash and burn” technique that clears out any unwanted plants in an area. What can be utilized is 

harvested and cut (slashed), and the remaining vegetation is burned to the ground utilizing the 

newly cleared (burn), and now nutrient enriched soil. Second, the removal of trees in general 

reduces the amount of photosynthesis – the conversion of carbon dioxide to oxygen. But with 

mass deforestation, the simple conversion of removing carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere is 

now exponentially smaller compared to how large it was hundreds of years ago, and the 

numerous amounts of trees existing back then. Contrary to assumptions, deforestation adds more 

atmospheric carbon dioxide emissions than total sum of cars and trucks in the world – three 

billion tons estimated by the Winrock International (WI) and Woods Hole Research Center 

(WHRC) back in 2012; and numbers are still rising. In comparison to fossil fuels, the WI and the 
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WHRC estimated deforestation accounts for as low as 6% or as high as 10% of all human 

induced carbon dioxide emissions.vivii  

Additionally, methane is produced from the disposal and treatment of garbage such as 

landfills and human waste, and more importantly domesticated animals. According to the United 

Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) domesticated livestock is accountable for 

more than 18% of greenhouse gas emissions, specifically methane.viii  

On the contrary to increasing the amount of naturally occurring greenhouse gases, newly 

integrated compounds such as Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and hydro fluorocarbons (HCFCs) 

have destroyed the ozone layer, a crucial element to the protection of the planet, as this part of 

the atmosphere shields ultraviolet rays (UVRS). For example, UV-B rays are detrimental 

because they have the ability to do damage at the molecular level of organisms, which are the 

fundamental building block of life – deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA). As a result, intense 

overexposure would lead to the altering of organism’s DNA for the worse.  

So, what is the alarming consensus of all the previous evidence? Atmospheric 

concentrations of the greenhouse gases that cause climate change continue to rise, causing solar 

energy to be trapped inside the atmosphere that would normally escape.  Most would call it a 

biased two-way street, as it primarily only lets radiation and heat in.  But it’s much easier to see 

it as a one-way street; heat can enter but cannot leave. In the period from 1990 to 2011 roughly 

30% more heat was being radiated in the atmosphere than normal causing of warming the 

climate.  Keeping in mind that carbon dioxide accounts for 85% of greenhouse gases emitted by 

human activities. The amount of carbon dioxide emissions in the atmosphere reached 390.9 ppm 

in 2011, or 140% of the pre-industrial level of 280 ppm. According to Intergovernmental Panel 

on Climate Change (IPCC) the Earth’s climate has warmed an average over the last 100 years by 

1 to 3 degrees Celsius. IPCC stated, “Taken as a whole, the range of published evidence 

indicates that the net damage costs of climate change are likely to be significant and to increase 

over time.”  The last 600,000 years, there has never been a time within the world’s scientists’ 

estimates when carbon dioxide emission concentration of ppm ever surpassed more than 285 

ppm in the atmosphere. This new level is raising concern, as heat is not able to exit through the 

atmosphere like it used to have the ability too.  The consequences can affect these areas, but are 

not limited to melting and rising of seas, issues heavily impacting developing nations, increased 

societal and economic costs, risks of wildlife, etc.  The IPCC see no change of the issue due to 

current policies and efforts, believing the temperatures will continue to rise 2.5 to 10 degrees 

more globally within the next century.ix 

 

United Nations Involvement:  

 Despite the beliefs of many individuals, the United Nations as a whole has not only 

accepted the reality of climate change, but they have taken action to combat its effects and 

declared it a top priority of the organization and individual nations for the years to come.  

The UNDP’s established Sustainable Development Goals are an important aspect of the 

UN 2030 agenda, and the thirteenth of these seventeen goals is to “Take urgent action to combat 

climate change and its actions.” The Millennium Development Goals, which were a part of the 

2015 agenda, brought great respect for the United Nations. Access to water was doubled, the 

child mortality rate has decreased by over half, nearly two-thirds of developed nations now have 

educational gender equality, the rate for new HIV infections dropped by about 40%, and the 

population of people suffering from hunger was nearly halved. With all this success and 
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motivation has come momentum for the United Nations and the international community as a 

whole, and the UN has chosen to make fighting climate change part of their next step.x 

In 1992, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, or the UNFCCC, was 

created at the Earth Summit, and five years later the Kyoto Protocol was passed, an extension to 

the international treaty, affirming the commitment of the signed nations to reducing carbon 

emissions.xi The Kyoto Protocol represents an overall affirmation that global warming exists and 

it is scientifically proven that carbon emissions produced by humans have caused it. The 

agreement also emphasizes that it is the responsibility of developed nations to focus on fighting 

climate change because it is primarily their carbon emissions that made it such a problem in the 

first place. With the passing of these agreements, the United Nations set a precedent for not 

shying away from powerful countries, and holding them accountable for the problem that they 

have caused with climate change. 

At the COP21 climate change conference in 2015, the Paris Agreement was adopted, and 

marked the first ever legally binding agreement for climate change. With over 750 people in 

attendance representing 43 countries, COP21 made a clear statement about how seriously the UN 

planned to take working against climate change in the next fifteen years.xii The Paris Agreement 

included several solutions to be adopted and legally upheld by the signed nations, such as 

keeping the increase in the average global temperature to below 1.5°C, to track the progress of 

each nation through transparency and an accountability system, and to meet every five years to 

set even more aggressive long-term goals.xiiixiv Although the COP21 conference contained great 

solutions for the issue of climate change, it really was a solution itself in terms of global 

awareness and social exposure. This conference was one of the first to actually include 

interactive workshops, and most importantly, debate that was heavily influenced by audience 

members. Live questions were taken during discussion panels, which forced speakers to talk 

specifics on the reality of climate change, and left them unable to glaze over the important parts 

of the issue, such as how solutions and rhetoric can be implemented in the real world. The 

COP21 conference and attached Paris Agreement of 2015 was a symbol of the United Nations 

keeping their promise, and proving their commitment to achieving the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals and the safety of the world. 

 The Alliance of Small Island States, or AOSIS, is a group of several small island-

developing states, and much of their efforts are focused on defeating climate change because of 

the larger risk it poses to those countries. Small Island Developing States, or SIDS, are 

particularly concerned with climate change because rising sea levels are starting to truly threaten 

the entire existence of their nation.xv Without the proper infrastructure to survive mass floods, 

which is the reality they are starting to face, small island nations are practically defenseless. 

SIDS are at risk of being completely wiped off of the world map for an epidemic that has been 

irritated by the developing nations and their increasing carbon emissions for decades. The 

creation of AOSIS has been a blessing for the international community because they are 

extremely motivated to stop global warming, and will not let climate change be simply avoided 

and forgotten about by the large and developed nations of the UN.xvixvii 

 Between multiple conferences on linked to successful, and legally binding, international 

agreements, the adoption of climate change as one of the Sustainable Development Goals to be 

reached by 2030, and an organization like AOSIS taking action for their own safety, the United 

Nations has made great strides in defeating the global epidemic known as climate change. Long-

term goals are something the UN does not take lightly, and they have committed as an 



 

 

 

 

8 

 United Nations Environmental Program 

February 3rd- February 4th, 2017  

organization and pressured the individual nations of the community to commit to many regarding 

this issue.xviii 

 

Case Study: Ocean Acidification 

 Often when one imagines climate change, melting polar ice caps and hot weather comes 

to mind. A lesser-known effect is the carbon dioxide absorption into the ocean and how it affects 

not only the world’s ocean ecosystems, but also humans. When greenhouse gases meet with the 

surface of the ocean, the gases immediately diffuse into the water to equalize the higher-

concentrated carbon dioxide from the air.xix The carbon dioxide is then turned into carbonic acid, 

and scientists predict that by the end of the century the world’s oceans’ pH levels can drop by .4 

units.xx Although .4 may seem miniscule, the effects are already hindering shell growth of 

invertebrates and causing reproductive disorders within the marine wildlife. This process is 

called ocean acidification.xxixxii 

Currently about twenty-five percent of noxious gases produced by humans end up in the 

ocean, leaving marine ecosystems defenseless. The most susceptible organisms include corals, 

mussels, lobster, shrimp, sea urchins, plankton, and even some fish. It is unknown if marine 

animals will be able to adapt to these changes due to the lack of any similar catastrophes 

occurring within the last 20 million years. To ensure survival, these organisms will have to adapt 

to the absorption of CO2 within their bloodstream, or in some cases the hemolymph. A superb 

pH and ion regulator within the organism’s species may aid it in survival efforts, however even 

the survivors will have permanent tissue damage.xxiii Regulating ions efficiently would need to be 

done by either a destruction of excessive protons entering the epithelia, or by creating substances 

within the body to bind the protons.xxiv Bicarbonate ions prevent them from reacting 

detrimentally to the internal organs by regulating the pH levels within the body.xxv 

Although unable to predict the effects, preventative measures are currently being 

expanded upon. Primarily, the growth of seaweed, kelp, and other ocean plants will aid in 

reducing carbon dioxide and acidity levels naturally through absorption. Within Netarts Bay, 

high acid levels eating away at their shells were affecting the oyster growth. However, scientists 

noticed that only portion of surviving oysters were all located upon a patch of eelgrass. This 

eelgrass aided in reducing the levels of acidity through photosynthesis. An issue with planting 

sea grasses is seen when looking at the current survival rates due to ocean pollution and 

construction. To ensure the project is successful, scientists must prevent destruction of marine 

ecosystems. 

Another effort to reduce the CO2 levels is the calcium carbonate (CaCO3) budget in the 

Atlantic Ocean.xxvi Yielding soft and hard tissue pumps, there are two methods to go about 

reducing the levels of carbon absorption.xxvii Primarily, the hard-tissue inorganic pump adds 

pCO2 to the ocean’s surface, which in turn lessens the likelihood of the entirety of the 

greenhouse gases being absorbed.xxviii On the contrary, the soft-tissue pumps have been shown to  

the opposite, creating the necessity for improvement within these biological pumps. 

Lastly, an increase in research-based organizations with the sole mission to lessen the 

impact of climate change within Earth’s oceans is dire. Organizations such as the PMEL Carbon 

Program and the Surface Ocean Carbon Dioxide ATls (SOCAT)- a UNESCO and IMBER 

supported group- work towards the goals of documenting change in oceanic carbon dioxide 

levels over long periods of time.xxix These groups also study different methods to understand the 
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carbon dioxide intake with the oceans and methods to prevent absorption efficiently and 

effectively. 

Each day, approximately 22 million tons of greenhouse gases are absorbed into the 

ocean. With the rapidly dropping pH levels and dying sea creatures, irreparable damage may 

ensue. Although humans do not see it, the effects of the acidification not only reflect the toxicity 

within the air, but will also increase seafood prices due to an ever-growing scarcity of ocean 

animals that require shells or other hard outer coatings. Humans created this problem, and if the 

detrimental effects are to be contained we must solve it. 

 

Questions to Consider:        

1. How can effective action be taken to combat climate change when many individuals still 

do not believe in its existence? 

 

2. Is your country personally affected by climate change? How so? 

 

3. How do big corporations contribute to climate change? What can be done to stop this? 

 

4. What countries produce the most carbon emissions? What incentives could make these 

countries more willing to reduce their emissions? 

 

5. How can corporations and countries be held responsible for their contributions to the 

growing problem of climate change? 

  



 

 

 

 

10 

 United Nations Environmental Program 

February 3rd- February 4th, 2017  

Illicit Wildlife Trade 

 

Background: 

The dying off of millions of animals and plants is often assumed to be due to natural and 

legal causes. However, the second largest killer of the world’s species today is overexploitation--

also known as the killing and harvesting of flora and fauna faster than natural population can 

make up for, which can easily cause extinction.xxx Illicit wildlife trade has become a billion-

dollar business, making it an enticing opportunity for those willing to endanger protected species 

and break the law for the financial benefits. Wildlife is illegally traded as pets, food, fur and 

leather products, skins, types of medicine, and for a variety of other uses.xxxi 

 Animal poaching has become a lucrative career. As the demand for animal parts such as 

horns, tusks, furs, antlers, and even gallbladders increases, illegal hunting and trade, as well as 

the risk of extinction, rise with it. One of the most tragic consequences of illicit wildlife trade can 

be seen at the expense of the elephant. In the early 1900s, there were a few million elephants 

roaming the land in Africa, and today, less than 750,000 remain, and the animal is now 

considered endangered.xxxii Elephant ivory is one of the most heavily demanded animal products 

in the world today, and it is a common misconception that this demand comes from solely Asian 

nations. As a matter of fact, the number of people in the United States who purchase elephant 

ivory products has increased significantly in the past few years due to the rise of white gold. 

Recent studies have proven that white gold, made from elephant ivory, is popular among the 

middle class in the United States because it is easily mistaken for a much more expensive form 

of jewelry. Despite the many campaigns against illicit wildlife trade, a lack of awareness for 

what truly supports the business is one of the major reasons that allow it to continue. In this 

specific instance, a United States survey proved that the majority of Americans who have 

purchased items made from ivory would support an international ban on the sale of elephant 

ivory.xxxiii As long as this kind of lack of awareness persists, the poaching of animals like the 

elephant will continue because those in the industry of wildlife trade will continue to profit. 

 In addition to the large financial awards that can be reaped from a career in illicit wildlife 

trade, a lack of legal and decently paying jobs in many nations where illegal hunting and 

poaching are on the rise greatly contributes to this issue. In undeveloped countries and regions, 

many families struggle to provide a sufficient income because there are very few opportunities 

for work due to a lessened existence of business and infrastructure, so they must turn to illegal 

alternatives. These factors have made illicit wildlife trade the third largest illegal market in the 

world, raking in over 10 billion USD in profits annually since 2009, and that is not even 

including the near 23 billion USD profited from illegal unreported fisheries.xxxiv 

 An important part to understanding the monstrous financial benefits of illicit wildlife 

trade is the perpetrators’ secret benefactors: anonymous companies. Now that wildlife poaching 

has become one of the largest paying illegal industries, its process is becoming more related to 

those such as sex, drug, and arms trafficking. The black market is growing every year, and so is 

the Internet, making purchasing illegal goods without even leaving one’s bedroom has become 

possibly the biggest fight against stopping these illegal activities. However, it is not individuals 

who are funneling in millions of dollars to the pockets of African elephant hunters, but billion 

dollar corporations willing to expand their profits by using trafficked products as long as 

anonymity remains as such an easy option. Even countries like the United States lack the 

regulations and basic legislation in regards to the transparency in ownership of companies to stop 
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the simple wire transferring of money that fuels the criminal process of wildlife trafficking 

today. As long as companies can anonymously participate in trafficking systems while lining 

their own pockets with products that are inexpensive and difficult for the general public to 

obtain, illicit wildlife trade, and the other black market industries will continue to threaten global 

security.xxxv 

There are obvious repercussions to the growth of illicit wildlife trade, such as certain 

species becoming endangered or even extinct, but what is not as widely known is how the 

removal or relocation of one species can affects several others. The introduction of invasive 

species by wildlife traffickers is very dangerous, threatening the balance of nature. Equally as 

concerning as the well-known overexploitation of wildlife by humans, simply by relocating a 

species to a new habitat, traffickers can endanger the existence of all the native species to that 

region. Invasive species pose a disease risk, often become predators of native species, and 

obviously compete with local species for the same sources. This leads to a level of destruction to 

ecosystems that can never be repaired, and overall has led to hundreds of extinctions.xxxvi An 

example of the devastating effect the introduction of alien species to new habitats by wildlife 

traffickers can have is with the American mink. In the 1950s, Americans imported minks to the 

United Kingdom in order to be managed and eventually killed for their fur. However, a few 

minks got out of captivity, and although it is unclear if they were purposely released or if they 

escaped, there is now an estimated tens of thousands of the animals roaming the UK. The 

presence of these animals has absolutely devastated the river wildlife of the nation, with species 

like the water voles having decreased in population by 95% since the introduction of the 

predators to their habitat.xxxvii Moreover, as tragic as this example is, fur farms like what caused 

the beginning of a now epidemic in the wildlife of the UK are nothing compared to the scale of a 

wildlife trade producing numbers like CITES’ estimated annual average of 1.5 million live birds, 

1.1 million coral pieces, 2.5 million crocodile skins, and several more chilling statistics.xxxviii 

 Another rattling consequence of illicit wildlife trade that is not referenced enough is its 

threat to the livelihoods of humans. To think that wildlife trade is only concerning for animals 

and that focuses should be more on illegal trades like that of drugs is naive. The world has a 

problem with poverty, and the rapid decline of species is only making the problem worse. 

Millions of rural households need the protein of animals to survive, and scarcity because of the 

growing demand for illegally obtained fur and jewelry is stripping those people of their source of 

food. In addition to growing the number of people in the world who go to sleep hungry every 

night, wildlife trade strips the world of ingredients for traditional medicines used by people of all 

classes of wealth.xxxix Although developed nations are not seeing as immediate of an effect the 

industry is having on food and medicinal resources, people who live in developing nations are 

living out the consequences of a trade that the more fortunate refuse to effectively act on. 

An additional direct effect of the wildlife trafficking industry on local individuals is that 

they themselves are often offered contracts by underground networks to be poachers. Their 

knowledge gained from sharing a homeland with the desirable animals is vital to these 

consumers, and when substantial pay is offered to locals struggling in underdeveloped countries, 

they are often going to be accepted. In other cases, even if the individual is not contracted to 

poach for a network, their skills are still often enlisted to aid the intruders.xl Food, shelter, and 

directional assistance are all often required of natives in highly wildlife populated areas even if 

they refuse to become poachers. However, in these targeted areas, even extremely moral 
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individuals are compelled by an offer that could mean any sort of sustainable income for their 

family. 

 Countries at the center of the illicit wildlife trafficking scene are Kenya, China, Thailand, 

Vietnam, the United Kingdom, South Africa, India, and the United States. Elephant ivory 

primarily comes from Africa, and Kenya is its largest producer. As for China, they contain the 

majority or trading networks for the other animals, the largest in quantity being tigers.xli 

 A lack of job opportunities in many countries with a large wildlife presence and the 

growth of the industry into an illegal market profiting billions of dollars annually, with 

consequences like the harming of human livelihood and extinction of entire species because of 

overexploitation and habitat disruption, has become an incredibly pressing issue in the world 

today, so why is it not being stopped? The answer is that a combination of lack of regulations 

and lack of enforcement have rendered efforts to reduce illicit wildlife trade, or to even just halt 

its growth, in most African and Asian countries practically useless.xlii The African continent is 

infested with mass political corruption, civil wars, terrorist organizations, drugs, weapons, 

disease, poverty, hunger, and overall chaos. This does not make a conducive environment for 

strong police forces, nor a government whose top priority is passing strict laws and regulations to 

combat the illegal trade of wildlife in their country. Therefore, all the international standards and 

definitions, specifying the illegality of poaching and hunting wildlife to the brink of extinction 

do not mean much in the nations where wildlife trade is expanding the fastest. 

 

United Nations Involvement: 

 Extinction of these animals will bring tourism-based economies to a halt, resulting in 

more poverty, unemployment, and environmental issues than ever before. To combat this issue, 

the United Nations has contributed substantial effort with the aid of the UN Office on Drugs and 

Crime. This sector focuses on reforming international policy to curtail this black market trade. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, or 

CITES, was a treaty ratified in 1973 to ensure that the international trade of wildlife species does 

not lead to endangerment or extinction.xliii CITES not only provides a framework of rules for 

countries to abide by, but also it enforces its licensing system to help catch poachers when they 

illegally export furs, tusks, living animals, and other forms of malicious profit. CITES realizes 

that a simple seizure of animal products, while successful in taking away the funding from that 

specific load, does nothing to track the kingpin and actually prevent these animals from being 

slaughtered. Because the importation and exportation of these animals is difficult to monitor over 

transnational borders, this legislation was dire to ensure there was a set of guidelines put in place 

regarding the trade of animals-both living and dead.  

Additional United Nations involvement is in the form of General Assembly and Security 

Council resolutions. Viewing animal poaching as a serious issue, the United Nations Security 

Council passed resolutions 2134 and 2136 warn that sanctions will be placed on the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo and the Central African Republic if they are to endorse or participate in 

smuggling.xliv Although it may seem drastic to freeze their assets, it is a reasonable set of 

framework when taking into consideration that this smuggling increases the likelihood of 

organized crime, in turn leading to human rights violations.xlv The United Nations General 

Assembly also has focused on this issue at the 68th and 69th sessions. Viewing illicit animal 

trafficking as a serious crime and how to combat it within one’s member state is the main focus 

in A/Res/69/314.xlvi Meanwhile, events A/69/430 and A/68/553 are focused on letters and 
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speeches to increase awareness and follow up on international efforts to curb this issue.xlvii The 

hosts also made haste to remind the attendees that participation in illicit animal trade contradicts 

the United Nations’ three principles of peace and security, sustainable development, and human 

rights.xlviii 

Most importantly are all of the main bodies and smaller committees within the United 

Nations working in conjunction with each other to combat animal trafficking efficiently.xlix The 

UN Office on Drugs and Crime, UN Development Programme, and UN Environment 

Programme are the main contributors due to their plentiful resources. Bodies ranging from the 

World Bank to INTERPOL to the World Customs Organization have been known to provide 

tremendous aid. An example of this was when the International Consortium on Combating 

Wildlife Crime was created to provide multi-level assistance to nations that are struggling to 

overpower poachers.l Luckily, many international bodies view illicit animal trade as a 

tremendous issue. While efforts to combat poaching have not gone unnoticed, humanity still has 

a lot more to do if we are to not only defund these armed groups, but also protect these 

endangered, innocent animals. 

For over a decade, the United Nations has fought hard to combat this issue. Luckily, 

many international bodies view illicit animal trade as a tremendous issue. While efforts to 

combat poaching have not gone unnoticed, humanity still has a lot more to do if we are to not 

only defund these armed groups, but also protect these endangered, innocent animals. Currently 

there are only three Northern White Rhinos left in the world, all protected by armed guards 24/7 

to prevent them from being completely being poached to extinction. A possibility if saving this 

rare subspecies of rhinos lies in stem cell reproduction. If scientists believe that these Northern 

Whites can be saved through science, the plethora of other species that could also be aided in 

preventing their extinction or population decline. There are some controversial policies regarding 

stem cell research, however it is a viable solution that should be discuss. In conclusion, the 

combination of strictly enforced international legislation, protection for these animals, increased 

research, and studying these terrorist or armed groups is key to solving this issue. 

 

Case Study: China 

China is deemed to be one of the largest importing countries of illicit wildlife; primarily 

trafficking elephant tusks, rhinoceros horns, and tiger bones, eyes, whiskers, and teeth. The 

driving desire to own ivory in China is the high sense of value it holds; even owning it, people 

are seen to be more successful. Practical uses include jewelry and ornaments, organs, piano keys, 

and sometimes traditional Chinese medicine. One of the difficult aspects to overcome and 

prevent of illicit wildlife trade are the ties intertwined with culture. Since it is embedded in 

certain traditions it is difficult to separate. The demand for ivory is so high in China now, that 

70% of all ivory trade imports come through China.  One pound can be sold for $1,000 USD to 

$1,500 USD, which is inflated due to the extreme demand and budget of wealthy buyers, as well 

as the lucratively of the black market. In Chinese culture tigers are seen to hold medicinal 

qualities which helps treat chronic illnesses, cure disease, and said to replenish natural energy 

levels. In addition, tiger pelts are considered highly valuable on the black market for their rarity 

and beauty to buyers.li   

Because of the mass amounts of illicit trade spotted and imported in China, an in depth 

study and survey in 2011 was conducted and performed by the International Fund for Animal 

Welfare (IFAW).  The survey focused on the legal and illegal trading aspects of ivory in China 
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due to the fact the Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS) concluded “China has surpassed 

Japan as the world’s largest consumer market for illegal ivory products, and that countries like 

Malaysia, the Philippines and Vietnam are transit points on the ivory trade route to China.”  

Resulting in red flags over multiple national platforms for concern to take action, like TRAFFIC, 

the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), Conservation 

International, Wild Aid, United for Wildlife (WFW), and other similar NGOs, platforms and 

panels.lii 

The IFAW conducted their reports and surveys finding alarming data. 

After local Chinese experts monitored physical markets in September and October of 

2011 and online markets for one week in January of 2012, IFAW discovered 11 main issues: 

retail outlets operate without license, illegal activities by licensed facilities, ivory trade without 

identification cards, methods used to circumvent the ivory regulatory system, Beijing is a hotspot 

for illegal ivory trade, smuggling methods and sources of illegal ivory, lack of sustained 

oversight of the market, online ivory trade on specialty websites, use of code words and false 

labeling to evade detection, insatiable demand for ivory drives up the price, and currency 

fluctuation boosted Chinese buying power in international markets.liii 

First, nearly 36% of retail outlets operated without a display of license – out of 158 of the 

retail and carving shops experts visited, 101 did not posses a license. One hundred one shops 

could not provide a Certificate of Registration or were listed SFA-approved facilities. Amongst 

the licensed facilities, 59.6% were violating the system in some manner – 34 out of 57.  Only 23 

facilities of 158 in total included in the IFAW’s study were completely legal. 

The most prominent violation amongst ivory retail and carving shops was the absence of 

identification cards.  In addition, methods were used to circumvent elephant ivory.  It was 

disguised and portrayed as mammoth ivory allowing for legal trade, and removing the hindrances 

that come along with smuggling in elephant ivory.  Most employees understood the laws and 

rules regarding registration of elephant ivory, taking this illegal route to opt out of the laws.  

 65.2% of all illegal facilities found in this study were located in Beijing. One mall even 

contained 21 ivory shops that were all illegal in some form.  Finally, no Chinese online-based 

shop was given the legal means to sell ivory period.   

 These are just a fraction of the ivory business; the findings discovered by the IFAW 

opened a new view of the business violations, never the less these were only discovered in 

Beijing – not even covering all the facilities in the entire city of Beijing.  The reality of this 

situation is frightening.  But this is only one aspect of the problem in one city of a massive 

country. New policies and patrol should be considered.liv  

With help from the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna and Flora (CITES) back in 2008, which generated $15,400,000 USD for elephant 

conservation and local communities.  102 metric tons of illegal ivory was auctioned to Chinese 

and Japanese accredited traders. Since the ban on all illegal ivory trade in 1989, CITES was the 

first attempt to try an experimental comprising of legal ivory to benefit elephants in 1999. 

Numerous critics were suggesting that the legal sale of ivory would boost the illegal sales 

on the black market. CITES has been closely monitoring the legal sales of ivory it has initiated 

over the recent years while keeping a close eye on illegal sale margins.  Noticing any 

connections or parallels in timing of sales or distribution.  CITES has noticed levels of illegal 

ivory trade has definitely decreased over the last few years, and show no sign of increasing. 
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CITES has concluded high poaching margins seem to be more tied to governing problems and 

political instability within areas of regions.   

While CITES has seen the results they’ve wanted, IFAW noticed the expanded legal 

market gives opportunity to retail enterprises and ivory carving facilities to breach laws. In 

addition, IFAW discovered that carving and detailing shops would spring up when these legal 

ivory trades occur to support the demand from the influx of ivory.lv 

 

Questions to Consider:        

1. In what regions is this issue most prominent? 

 

2. Has your country dedicated any laws or past actions to resolving this issues? 

 

3. What are the most commonly traded animals? In what form? 

 

4. What can be done to prevent these animals from being poached and trafficked? 

 

5. What are the risks for owning a wild animal as a pet? 

 

6. Why do cultures choose to use certain animal products within their medicines rather than 

coming up with alternatives? 

 

7. How have we protected these animals from capture? 

 

8. What leads humans to resort to poaching as their source of income? 

 

9. What role does technology play in this issue? Consider advancements in stopping 

poaching, as well as how technology has contributed to any increases in poaching, if 

applicable. 
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