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	 Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Surf City XIV! On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model 
United Nations Program, it is our pleasure and honor to welcome you to our thirteenth annual 
advanced delegate conference, Surf City XIV. The Huntington Beach High School Model United 
Nations Program is a nationally ranked organization with over thirty-six years of conference 
management experience, making us one of the more senior MUN programs on the west coast. At 
Surf City XIV, all committees are chaired by delegates in their Junior or Senior year who have 
themselves competed at conferences across the nation. Our chairs also undergo a rigorous three-
month training program to ensure that they are experts in procedure and their topic, and at least 
one of the chairs has had prior dais experience. Topic Synopses are thoroughly vetted by our 
Secretariat and Advisor Staff along with outside consultation, to be sure they reflect only the 
finest of our program. Topics and committees are chosen with an eye for relevance and 
accessibility to delegates - we have never entertained any less-than-professional committees, and 
nothing other than constructive debate is ever entertained on a committee floor. All of our staff is 
readily accessible via email, and information is made available in a timely manner by email and 
our website, hbhsmun.webs.com. We hope you’re excited as we are for this conference.  

We also wanted to take this time to remind of the importance of research and preparation 
for this conference. Surf City MUN has a reputation as a mecca for the most competitive and 
knowledgeable delegates on the west coast, and we highly encourage you to invest your time to 
ensure you can compete at that level. Position Papers are highly encouraged for each topic; you 
can find the Position Paper Guideline on our website. To be considered for Research Awards, 
papers must be submitted to your chairs by 11:59 P.M. on Friday, January 27th. The papers 
must include an introductory section including topic background and country policy, a UN 
involvement section, and lastly the delegate’s proposed solutions. 

On behalf of all of us at HBHSMUN, we’d like to thank you for choosing to attend Surf 
City XIV. We’re devoted to ensuring you have the best possible MUN experience you’ve had 
yet, and with your help we’re confident we can achieve that aim. Should you have any questions 
or concerns feel free to email the Secretariat at hbhsmun@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing 
you this February!  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
______________________ 
Antoinette Nguyen 
Secretary-General 

  
_____________________ 
Emily Le 
Under-Secretary-General 

 
 
_______________________ 
Matthew Anderegg 
Under-Secretary-General 

  
 
___________________ 
Cody Meicht 
Under-Secretary General 
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Welcome to UNHCR at Surf City XIV 
 

All questions and position papers can be sent to surfcitymun.unhcr@gmail.com  
 
Ben- Hello I’m Ben, a senior at HBHS and currently in my fourth year of MUN. I am in the 
process of applying to college and want to study business and political science.  I have 
played football and competed in track during my time in high school and I am also deeply 
enthralled Star Wars and enjoy Game of Thrones. As my time in MUN comes to an end this 
year, I want to make sure that you have an exciting conference and learn about refugee 
crises. I look forward to listening to your solutions and unique approaches to these issues in 
committee! 
 
Noah- Hello, my name is Noah Horns and I am currently a senior at HBHS. This is my 
fourth year in the MUN program at my school, and I have loved every moment of it. The 
skills that MUN has taught me throughout the years have proved priceless in high school, 
and will continue to help me throughout the rest of my life. I played two years of lacrosse, 
and have been on varsity golf for the past three years, winning sunset league last year.  I love 
to cook and go fishing in my free time, and I plan to attend culinary school next year to 
further my education as a chef. I’m excited to see what new and innovative solutions our 
committee will produce, and look forward to an exciting debate. 
 
Meredith- Hello, my name is Meredith Anderson and I am currently a Junior here at HBHS. 
I have been in MUN for three years now and am looking forward to staying in the program 
for another full year. By being in MUN, I have learned about a number of events affecting 
the world and have had amazing experiences at these conferences. I’ve been on the girl’s golf 
team since freshman year both on JV and Varsity the past two years. Outside of school, I 
enjoy spending time with family and friends and love traveling around to different places. 
During this committee I can’t wait to hear everyone’s creative solutions and ideas. I hope 
you all have a fun time and great experience at this Surf City Conference!  
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Topic A: European Migrant Crisis  
 
Background:   
 
    The European Migrant Crisis has been a major issue since 2015 when thousands of 
refugees crossed the Mediterranean into Europe to seek asylum from conflicts in the Middle 
East.  Since its emergence, the European Migrant Crisis has been a cornerstone in European 
politics influencing many policy changes and elections over the course of the last year.  The 
implications of this crisis are very complex, and there are many aspects to take into account 
when approaching this issue. In order to understand this crisis, it is important to examine 
why these migrants are fleeing from the Middle East to seek refuge in Europe.  According to 
the UNHCR, most refugees left their countries of origin in order to escape war and in some 
instances persecution.i  With the recent rise of the Islamic State in Syria and Iraq, it is no 
surprise that the largest group of refugees escaped from Syria. In 2015, there were more than 
350,000 asylum applicants to European countries that originated in Syria.  Continued 
conflicts in the Middle East have contributed to the destabilization of the region as well as 
the increased influx of migrants to Europe seen in the last two years. 

The journey for migrants to reach Europe is in many cases very difficult and there has 
been a high death toll for those making the endeavor.  According to the International 
Organization for Migration, there were 4,733 migrant deaths in the Mediterranean.ii  This 
struggle to find a new home has not proven easy for refugees and many go to drastic lengths 
in order to reach Europe. Migrants from North African countries such as Egypt and Libya 
often cross the Mediterranean in boats that have over the maximum capacity of people and 
there have been many instances of ships sinking due to an excess amount of people on 
board.  Sometimes, these boats are no more than makeshift rubber dinghies that aren’t 
capable of making the voyage across the Mediterranean, but for many migrants this is their 
only option. Unfortunately for many, they are forced to risk their families and their 
livelihoods for the hope of a better future. 

A majority of the migrants that ended up in Europe travelled across the Mediterranean 
Sea to arrive in Greece and Italy which are the most popular countries of arrival. In 2015, 
there were 856,723 arrivals by sea in Greece and in Italy there was about 153,842, but this 
number soared to 173,799 in 2016 alone.  Italy and Spain's agreements with neighboring 
partnered African countries to stop the recent rise in illegal immigration within their 
countries has caused a shift in the flow of African migrants to Greece.  In addition to 
migrants coming through Greece and Italy, there are also a number of refugees that arrive in 
Europe through the Ukraine, which is not a European Union country, as well as other Eastern 
European countries.iii  Also, Spain has seen an influx of refugees from North Africa with 
many migrants traveling through Morocco to get to Spain because of the reduced risk of not 
having to cross the Mediterranean.  For many refugees, these countries are just arrival points 
with many continuing to seek asylum in other European countries.  The European Union’s 
open border policies has allowed for refugees to travel to a myriad of other European 
countries instead of remaining in transit countries.iv Turkey, a non EU country, has played a 
major role in this crisis and has at times threatened to create a surge in immigration rates by 
allowing migrants to travel through Turkey into Europe.v  The relationship between Turkey 
and the EU has been strenuous at times and cooperation is important for the future of 



UNHCR	
February	3rd	–	February	4th,	2017	

5 

thousands of displaced refugees.  In the face of this crisis in its entirety, the leadership of the 
European Union has responded by creating a quota system for EU countries to have 
mandatory acceptances for refugees.  These quotas have created strife within Europe with a 
wide variety of responses from governments to the proposition.  The European Union has 
also proposed a 250,000 euro (260,000 usd) fine per refugee that countries refuse to accept 
which has put pressure on many European countries.  One of the largest destinations for 
refugees in Europe is Germany because of their open policy toward accepting refugees and 
compliance with the European Union.  Germany has become and remains a hub for migrants 
in Europe and will most likely continue to be a popular destination for migrants.  In many 
instances, these asylum seekers arrive in Germany before applying for asylum knowing that 
they will be accepted.  Germany granted more than one million refugees asylum in 2015 and 
that number is now contributing to a total of around 1.8 billion in 2015 and 2016 
combined.  Despite Germany’s acceptance toward refugees, there are some European 
countries that do not share the same sentiment. Hungary has become one of the most anti-
migrant countries in Europe and has refused to comply with the EU’s quota system.  In 
response to the crisis, Hungary built a makeshift wall along the Serbian and Croatian borders 
to stop the flow of migrants into their country.  More than 400,000 refugees entered Hungary 
in 2015 and since they tightened border security, that number has drastically reduced to 
18,000 in 2016. In 2015, there were 177,135 asylum applicants to Hungary and only 146 of 
that number were approved.vi  with regard to this crisis which contributes to the complexity 
of this issue.  It is apparent that Europe and more specifically the European Union as a whole 
is divided on the issue of migrants. 
 
UN Involvement: 
 

The United Nations recognizes the need to provide aid to all migrants, and as we see 
the number continue to grow, the pressure on UN committees continues to increase. This 
issue requires more than UN action, but the cooperation of countless independent 
organizations, countries, and other aid groups.  

Signed in 1951, the UN Geneva Convention on the Protection of Refugees was one of 
the first major actions taken by the EU to protect refugees throughout Europe. Originally 
signed by twenty six member states, this resolution set the framework for many of the 
European Union’s policies even today. The first step to the convention was deciding upon 
the set definition of a “refugee”. Reasons for refugee status covered a broad spectrum of 
situations encompassing those who have “well founded fear of being persecuted for reasons 
of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social group or political opinion, is 
outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to 
avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a nationality and being 
outside the country of  his former habitual residence as a result of such events, is unable or, 
owing to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.” (Article I section 2). This definition has 
proved to be a key role in the actions of UN committees for years to come, establishing a 
sound and globally accepted definition of what constituted a refugee, and allowing countries 
to focus on their actions instead of debating what defined a refugee. The convention also 
states the general obligations of refugees, which entail conforming to all laws and 
regulations, as well as the orders of officials in their current residing country. It also allows 
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refugees the freedom to practice all religions, and prohibits individual states to discriminate 
refugees by religion, race, or country of origin. Refugees are guaranteed the same basic 
rights, that travel across all borders including property retainment, artistic property, and 
access to courts. Article 17 focuses on the specific rights granted within their employment, 
ensuring migrants the right to thrive economically in their new country of establishment. All 
refugee status rules are exempted after three years in any certain country, or if he/she has a 
spouse or any children that are citizens of said country. In addition, education is stressed as 
an important right granted to all refugees.  All persons are to be given the same opportunities 
of citizens in respective country's education systems. Education is so important in the 
integration of refugees into society, thus, enabling them access to further their knowledge 
about their new environments allows them the best chance for success in all host countries. It 
is through this convention that we began to see some improvement in refugee movement and 
tolerance, but much time has passed since its drafting, and the conditions under which 
migrants flee have also changed drastically.vii 

Between 1999, and 2005, a new set of regulations have been passed, detailing a new 
framework on refugee care in Europe.viii This Common European Asylum System 
(CEAS),  has marked one of the most recent advancements on the treatment in Europe, 
which includes five main directives focused on all aspects of immigration and refugee 
status.ix The Asylum Procedures Directive works to speed up the rate at which countries are 
able to accept refugees and make decisions. Greater care is given to refugees who need to 
provide claims as to why they need refugee status, and special areas are also set aside for 
minors and victims of torture. The Reception Conditions Directive ensures the maintenance 
of acceptable living spaces throughout the EU, setting certain standards all camps must meet. 
They take into consideration the full rights of refugees, and hold countries accountable for 
maintaining these standards at all times. The Qualification Directive clarifies situations in 
which international protection may be provided, as well as improving the integration 
measures. The Dublin Regulation serves as a safeguard against malpractice by county 
personnel. It creates a system to detect flaws in the immigration system, and creates a check 
on the asylum and reception programs of all EU countries. This important directive ensures 
the proper handling of all incoming refugees, and provides special care for those who need it 
most. Finally, the EURODAC Regulation allows law enforcement access to a EU database of 
fingerprints, in case they are needed for investigations specified under circumstances.x 

Furthermore, in March 2013, The General Assembly drafted A/RES/67/219, which 
outlined another plan on how to handle “International Migration Development”. The 
resolution called for the creation of a two day dialogue at the United Nations Headquarters. 
This meeting would work to strengthen the cooperation and coherence at all levels of 
implementation, through a series of four plenary meetings. Each focusing on individual  
assessments and solutions in order to develop a fully comprehensive plan.  Additionally, it 
called on representatives at all levels of the UN to become more active in the fight against 
the migrant crisis, urging all staff to devote time and resources to the protection of refugees. 
This resolution focuses on the need for cooperation inside the United Nations, throughout all 
branches in order to establish fully comprehensive solutions, that are needed in order to 
effectively handle the situation.xixii 

The United Nations continues to play a crucial role in assisting refugees world wide. 
They work to unite Regions under a common standard, and are able to increase both the 
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efficiency and quality of immigrants situations. Countries have to continue to step up, and do 
their part in order for this issue to continue improving, and the UN will play a key role in the 
continued cooperation and participation of European Countries.  
 
 
Case Study (Italy):  
 

Beginning in 2015, countries located within Europe have continued to receive 
thousands of migrants fleeing from their own countries seeking refuge and safety. Along 
with many other European countries, Italy has assisted over 144,000 immigrants this year 
alone, and is constantly increasing due to the number of struggling countries bordering them. 
Most immigrants traveling into Italy come from Libya and Egypt. In order to travel the long 
distance, they are usually smuggled onto boats. However, because many ships are 
overcrowded or unsafe, European Union rescue ships continue their voyage to Italy. Within 
the last year alone, 3,000 people have died or been lost on their journey to Italy. Fortunately, 
many are saved, but the journey over to Italy can be extremely dangerous due to traffickers 
traveling the same seas as well as having the ships overpacked with people, causing the 
sinking of the ships as well as making it difficult to travel further.xiii To prevent any more 
casualties, the country of Italy has created Operation Mare Nostrum to serve as a search and 
rescue operation, preventing further problems occurring during the travel overseas.xiv Being 
one of the major countries allowing these refugees to come into their borders, Italy 
constantly has an increase in camp population, making it difficult to provide shelter and 
necessary resources to all refugees. Because so many come at once, they sometimes spend a 
few nights on the ships they travel over from before they even reach their destination 
country. Italy provides the migrants with medical treatment just a short distance from where 
they landed to make sure no diseases will spread within their country. Rather than being 
thrown onto the streets right away, Italy brings the immigrants to a temporary center where 
they can receive their identification numbers and have their fingerprints copied. Within a 
short period of time they are then transported to refugee camps before being sent to more 
permanent locations throughout Italy.xv Although, Italy provides areas for immigrants to live, 
they still struggle with providing any other type of additional assistance once they are on 
their own. Since so many people come into their country, Italy cannot provide a stable food 
supply, and because they are not financially stable it’s difficult for them to buy food for 
themselves and their families. Even though they travel to avoid danger, if the immigrants are 
not allowed to live in the asylums they sometimes are then forced to lived on the streets, 
turning to dangerous occupations in order to make a profit, often resulting in resorting to 
measures such as prostitution.xvi In addition to horrible conditions, searching for work and 
money outside the camps, the camps itself sometimes have horrific conditions. Depending on 
the type of camp, the migrants can be extremely mistreated by being forced to do hard labor, 
earning little money, and being controlled with force by the overseers of the camps.xvii 
Although Italy has been very accepting to allow immigrants to seek refuge in their country, 
within the last year they are slowly demanding the decrease of immigrants due to an excess 
that is proving to great to manage. The migrants wanting refuge may be safe from violence 
inside their country, but often times the large increase of migrants within another country can 
cause disturbance to the rest of society. Along with bringing a disturbance to society, Italy 



UNHCR	
February	3rd	–	February	4th,	2017	

8 

has been providing over forty five euros every day in order to feed the daily immigrants 
traveling over. Because of the continuous stream of immigrants coming and large salary 
going to them, Italy has threatened to stop accepting all people traveling over unless other 
countries begin assisting them as well.  Since Italy has been working to decrease the amount 
of individual aid, more issues have arisen because of increased cases of mistreatment with 
little to no food access. In the beginning, this was not a problem, but now they have had 
trouble with the constant increase in the refugees.xviii Without help from other countries 
migrants will be unable to have any choices on where to travel when fleeing their country. 
By countries slowing disapproving access to refugees, it furthers the problem, just putting 
more pressure on the countries currently attempting to support their current population.  Italy 
has significantly impacted the number of migrants traveling from countries full of violence 
and working on encouraging other countries to do the same. By providing homes to these 
immigrants, they finally get to receive an opportunity to create a life not only surrounded by 
freedom, but safety as well.xixxxxxi       

 
Questions to consider:  
 
1) How has your country dealt with refugees in the past and how can this be applied to the 
European migrant crisis? 
 
2) How do the citizens of your country feel about migrant relocation and how does this 
influence your country's policy? 
 
3) How can you improve the qualities of refugee camps around the world and in areas of 
conflicts? 
 
4) How can we ensure that all international standards for treatment of refugees are met, and 
work to further refine these regulations in the future? 
 
5) Are the majority of refugees within your country living inside refugee camps or struggling 
to find homes, and living on the streets? 
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Topic B: Climate Refugees  
 
Background:  
 

Climate refugees, also known as environmental migrants, are individuals, groups, and 
families who have been forced to flee their homes, or even countries due to changes in their 
environment. Prevalent causes of climate refugees include natural disasters, climate change 
due to global warming, and can result in the loss of homes, cities, and even nations. Millions 
of citizens, having to search for food, water, or shelter because of forces often beyond their 
control. The issue of climate refugees is such a delicate problem because many of the causes 
are unpreventable. It is because of this that we must focus on solutions in order to deal with 
the effects that are devastating these citizens around the world, and all do our part to reduce 
the effect that we are having on this earth.xxii  

One of the leading producers of climate refugees is the accumulation of greenhouse 
gases. The effects of global warming are and have been debated throughout the past decade, 
and regardless of any scientific opinions, we are seeing changes in our atmosphere and 
climate. The accumulation of these gases leads to an increase in gases trapped inside earth's 
atmosphere, which in turn traps heat.xxiii The effects of our rising temperatures are reflected 
in the melting of glaciers and ice caps, which can create drastic changes in sea levels, often 
flooding coastal regions. Increased temperatures also result in the process of desertification, 
eliminating water supplies in regions across the world, and forcing migration, in search of 
sustainable resources.  
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has predicted a rise in sea levels 
over the next 100 years. Experts believe that we could see as much as a two-foot difference 
in the near future alone. This draws concern from all coastal regions around the world, 
especially those who even now are scarcely above sea level. Approximately half the 
population of Bangladesh lives less than sixteen feet above sea level, and the country has 
experienced the effects of rising waters before. In 1995, Bangladesh's Bhola Island was left 
fifty percent submerged after a radical increase in sea level. These changes catch most off 
guard, and in days to come, over 500,000 people found themselves homeless, and missing 
most to all of their possessions. This continues to be an ongoing conflict for the people of 
Bangladesh, as scientists predict that by 2050, an additional seventeen percent of its current 
landmass will be uninhabitable due to flooding. This incident alone could lead to over 20 
million refugees displaced and searching for homes. Bangladesh is not the only example, the 
country of the Maldives is one of the country's most endangered by this issue, as its highest 
point only stands a mere eight feet above sea level. If predictions hold true, the entire nation 
could be underwater in the next one hundred years. Hundreds of other coastal areas continue 
to feel the pressure of these rising levels, including cities such as Manhattan, New York; 
Bangkok, Thailand; Hamburg, Germany; and countless others around the world.xxiv 

While the rise in sea level poses a threat of excess water, the exact opposite is also 
affecting millions of refugees, seeking adequate resources in their own regions. Increases in 
atmospheric gases have led to record temps each year, and those highs result in a major 
reduction in available freshwater in areas where their current supply was limited. Droughts 
prevent crops from thriving, lead to extreme dehydration and death, and desertification of 
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massive areas. Water is an essential we cannot afford to lose, and lack thereof has resulted in 
the migration of millions, abandoning their homes and possessions in search of sustainability. 
Most prominently seen in third world countries, the threat of shortages is now making its 
way into major world powers such as the US and China. Every year, more and more farmers 
and merchants are forced to move from China’s Gobi Desert, to the crowded urban areas  of 
China simply because of the intensity of the desert. Over 3600 square kilometers, soon to be 
uninhabitable because of the continuing shortage in the region.xxv  

Another major cause for Environmental migrants is a cause we cannot stop, but only 
prepare better for. The occurrence of natural disasters is an unstoppable force not even we 
can prevent, but as we become more condensed as a society, the effects of these disasters are 
magnified. In 2013 alone, over 22 million people were displaced either by floods, hurricanes, 
or countless other hazards.xxvi This surpasses the number of refugees displaced by conflict by 
an astonishing three times as many! It is because of the heightened risk of devastating events 
that we must find ways to recover, and minimize damage when these events do occur.  

Climate refugees are often put in very tough situations. Most of these events catch 
their victims by surprise, and take much of what they have. It is hard to relocate and rebuild, 
which is why we must come together to support these refugees in their time of need. 
Environmental refugees have no safety net, they are not protected by international laws or 
country regulations, and are often faced with a greater political risk because they have an 
increased chance of being deported and sent back to their devastated region. A large portion 
of these migrants never leave the country, but are forced to relocate within borders. Unable 
to adapt, some are faced with the challenges of learning to coexist with their new society, 
new languages, laws, and varying cultures. Overall, we must work to increase the amount of 
aid provided for climate refugees, and further prepare for the future.  
 
UN Involvement: 
 

Over 22.5 million people are displaced due to the constant change in climate and the 
aftermath of various natural disasters. In many instances, victims of natural disasters receive 
constant support and assistance from the United Nations as well as a myriad of organizations 
in order to provide food and a form of shelter while they are displaced.  

One major participant in the assistance of refugees is the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, or UNHCR. The UNHCR has continued to create programs and 
bring first hand assistance to people struggling from the effects of a natural disasters.xxvii In 
2005, the UNHCR created and has continued to lead the Global Protection Cluster that 
focuses on both the preparation for natural disasters as well as the aftermath. By working to 
ensure preparedness for humanitarian emergencies, communities can be fully aware of 
incoming natural disasters in order to prevent a large number of climate refugees.xxviii 
Disaster societies left without shelter, adequate food access, as well as displaced people 
require attention from UNHCR to provide attention to all aspects of disaster aftermath. 
Documentation and registry programs have helped to bring together separated families and 
helping people know where their family members are.  Water and food is also provided in 
order to ensure that all people have adequate access to nutrients to prevent more casualties. 
Along with providing temporary assistance, they are also working on protecting climate 
refugees who are unable to stay with the refugee camps due to not being able to meet the 
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requirements. To assist these refugees UNHCR has created the Platform on Disaster 
Displacement that works on bringing protection to refugees and is working to ensure 
communities are prepared for disasters to prevent many of the negative implications of 
natural disasters. In order to uphold global human rights standards, UNHCR is working with 
local authorities, making sure families are relocated to areas they approve.xxix  

Along with the organization, UNHCR, the United Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund, or UNICEF, has been working on preventing climate change from causing 
increasingly large numbers of refugees.xxx The international community has put emphasis on 
strengthening the points created by the UNICEF Strategic Framework on Environmental 
Sustainability for Children, which will increase awareness for the environment underneath 
the Sustainable Development Goal, which will decrease the overall amount of refugees 
affected by the altered climate.xxxi       

Along with help from the organizations, such as UNHCR and UNICEF, the United 
Nations have also created programs in order to come up with ideas and create thorough 
solutions to end the problem of climate refugees. In 1992, the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, or UNFCCC, was created in order to focus on the overall 
issue of climate change. The UNFCCC has also worked to prevent disasters from initially 
occurring which in turn decreases the total refugees displaced. In order to significantly 
decrease the rapid change in climate, UNFCCC began working with the international 
community to negotiate with countries in order to agree on to solve this constant problem.xxxii  

Continued negotiations later led to the creation and adoption of the Kyoto Protocol. 
This Protocol was adopted on December 11, 1997 in Kyoto, Japan, but was not fully 
implemented until February 2005. Similar to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol works in and with the international community to 
improve multilateral cooperation, in order to create goals that will make an impact on 
preventing the effects of climate changes. Since countries have varying climate effects, many 
nations have focused on individual situations within the Kyoto Protocol to fit their 
environmental needs. Reducing harmful emissions has also been an important cornerstone in 
the protocol because of the potential, positive implication of reducing these emissionsxxxiii    

The Nansen Initiative also assists the people displaced from the natural disasters 
within their community. Rather than providing food and other resources, this initiative 
primarily focuses on the people themselves and their rights. During a disaster if people were 
displaced within their own borders they still receive their national laws, however, ones that 
have been forced out of their country suffer human rights abuses in refugee camps 
worldwide. The Nansen Initiative works by making sure that human rights for all climate 
refugees are upheld at all times regardless of the country. In the past, climate refugees have 
been ignored and disregarded in many countries creating a struggle to survive on their own 
and find basic necessities and a permanent home. They are working on organizing 
corporations to ensure human rights to refugees in these countries to prevent any form of 
mistreatment. In order to establish cooperation between corporations and countries, the 
Protection Agenda was created to provide operational responses for the treatment of the 
affected people.xxxiv  

In addition to various organizations and newly implemented protocols, the United 
Nations along with the international community have been working on creating and adopting 
new resolutions. In 1988 on December 6th the General Assembly drafted A/RES/43/53 
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focusing on the overall global climate for both present and future generations. By 
recognizing that climate change results negatively for the environment and people 
susceptible to natural disasters, they focused on bringing awareness to prevent climate from 
significantly affecting the future generations. They reach out to all governments encouraging 
them to look into this situation. They pushed on beginning studies and programs in order to 
prevent the rapid change in climate.xxxv On June 11, 2009 the General Assembly drafted 
A/RES/63/281 focusing on the current case of climate change.xxxvi  Without further assistance 
from the international community and United Nations, the concern of refugees caused by 
climate change will significantly increase constantly over time.                      

        
Case Study (Maldives):  
 

Representing some of the smallest island nations, Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS), faces severe threats due to the increasing global warming causing environmental 
issues such as climate change, sea level rising, and ocean acidification. Because these island 
states are in their beginning developmental stages, they are very vulnerable to environmental 
crises that could ruin their economies and livelihoods.xxxvii 
 More specifically, the Maldives, or the flattest country on the earth, with hundreds of 
white sand beaches and coral reefs, is a large tourist destination drawing in over 600,000 
tourists a year. This tourism industry makes up 28% of the Maldives’ Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP). Fishing, agriculture, and other small industries comprise the rest of this small 
nation’s GDP, and they are all extremely dependent on the nation’s environment and natural 
resources. While it does have approximately 1,200 islands, only 200 of them are inhabited, 
with limited potable water and usable water.xxxviii These limiting factors already make the 
Maldives a vulnerable state, and with the worsening environmental state of the earth, the 
possible threats to their fragile economy could collapse with a severe flood or natural 
disaster.  
 Furthermore, there are many potential threats to their environment, starting with 
domestic waste and pollution within the Maldives. Domestic waste it caused by unsafe 
disposal of sewage and poor sanitation systems. With lack of proper treatment facilities, this 
waste can go directly into the ocean or freshwater deposits, and can result in ruining 
freshwater supplies and reduction of their fishery supplies and quotas. The destruction of 
these local fisheries has the possibility to cripple the Maldives’ dependent economy. With 
further urbanization, this leads to dredging, pollution, and even poisoning of fish populations 
to fulfill their fishery quotas. Another environmental threat is the quality of soil in the 
Maldives. Because small islands like this have limited resources, this requires careful 
allocation of land use to keep the soil quality healthy, while still producing enough 
agriculture to meet the nation’s demand. Similarly, sustainable management of resources also 
requires careful allocation due to the limited amount of resources nations like the Maldives 
have. Population growth and human activities lead to erosion of resources that they depend 
upon like Maldives’ fish and petroleum sources. All of these environmental factors lead to 
the degradation of human habitat, all contributing to the issue of climate refugees.xxxix  
 In order to combat these negative effects on the Maldives’ environment hurting their 
economy, they recently took action by being the fourth small island state to sign the Paris 
Climate Agreement. This agreement was made under the United Nations Framework 
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Convention on Climate Change, dealing with decreasing greenhouse gas emissions starting 
in 2020.xl The Maldives environment minister Thoriq Ibrahim stated, “it is telling that some 
of the country’s most vulnerable to the crisis were the first to approve its ratification,” 
proving how global warming is the top threat to small island states with very low elevation.xli 
 In regards to the population of Maldives, they have been struggling to combat sea 
level rising since the 1950s and this struggle will lead to an expected increase in climate 
refugees. For the past 60 years, their oceans have been rising 0.03 to 0.06 inches per year, 
and due to their very low elevation across their whole nation, developed land is being lost to 
this issue. This rising is expected to worsen, increasing the already existent amount of 
flooding because of large waves and storms. For example, in 2004, the Asian tsunami that 
December displaced 1,200 people and killed 84, having a devastating impact on their 
economy.xlii There was over $375 million dollars in damage, practically killing their main 
tourism industry as their GDP fell 3.6% . Another incident was in 2007, when severe 
flooding and storms caused the immediate evacuation of over 1,600 citizens. Both of these 
events drawing more attention to the government of Maldives to take the necessary 
precautions to prepare for further displacement and environmental destruction. Several years 
ago, the president of the Maldives even made a statement telling Australia to prepare for an 
influx in climate refugees, as citizens began to look for new homes after industries and 
housing were ruined by frequent flooding. He specifically stated how nearly impossible it 
was becoming to inhabit the islands, seeing as 14 islands have already been abandoned and 3 
more each year are being covered by the ocean’s waters. Because Australia is a neighbor to 
many of these small island states like the Maldives, Tuvalu, and Solomon Islands, they must 
prepare for an increase in migration rates. With the worldwide urbanization and developing 
nations beginning to become industrialized, global warming and its effect of sea level rising 
will only continue to worsen, forcing the population Maldives to search for new refuge in the 
midst of a continuing environmental crisis.  
 
 
Questions to Consider: 
 
1) What environmental measures can be put in place to help improve the situations in 
countries affected by the climate? 
 
2) What can be done to ensure fair treatment of refugees in the regions there are forced to 
migrate too? 
 
3) What can be done in order to focus on preparing countries for disasters to prevent a large 
number of people affected?    
 
4) Does your country accept climate refugees coming from other countries?  
 
5) What can be done to prevent the controllable effects of climate change throughout the 
world? 
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