
UNICEF 
February 3rd – February 4th, 2017 

1 

United Nations Childs Fund 
 

Chairs: 
Ivana Jeremic 

 Amory Yagar 
 Victoria Stewart 
Topics: 

 Child Soldiers  

 Ending 
Discrimination 
and Violence of 
Children and 
Parents based on 
Sexual Orientation 
and Gender 
Identity 

 
 

Surf City XIV 
February 3rd – February 4th, 2017     hbhsmun.webs.com   



UNICEF 
February 3rd – February 4th, 2017 

2 

 
 
 
 Dear Delegates, 

Welcome to Surf City XIV! On behalf of the Huntington Beach High School Model 

United Nations Program, it is our pleasure and honor to welcome you to our thirteenth annual 

advanced delegate conference, Surf City XIV. The Huntington Beach High School Model United 

Nations Program is a nationally ranked organization with over thirty-six years of conference 

management experience, making us one of the more senior MUN programs on the west coast. At 

Surf City XIV, all committees are chaired by delegates in their Junior or Senior year who have 

themselves competed at conferences across the nation. Our chairs also undergo a rigorous three-

month training program to ensure that they are experts in procedure and their topic, and at least 

one of the chairs has had prior dais experience. Topic Synopses are thoroughly vetted by our 

Secretariat and Advisor Staff along with outside consultation, to be sure they reflect only the 

finest of our program. Topics and committees are chosen with an eye for relevance and 

accessibility to delegates - we have never entertained any less-than-professional committees, and 

nothing other than constructive debate is ever entertained on a committee floor. All of our staff is 

readily accessible via email, and information is made available in a timely manner by email and 

our website, hbhsmun.webs.com. We hope you’re excited as we are for this conference.  

We also wanted to take this time to remind of the importance of research and preparation 

for this conference. Surf City MUN has a reputation as a mecca for the most competitive and 

knowledgeable delegates on the west coast, and we highly encourage you to invest your time to 

ensure you can compete at that level. Position Papers are highly encouraged for each topic; you 

can find the Position Paper Guideline on our website. To be considered for Research Awards, 

papers must be submitted to your chairs by 11:59 P.M. on Friday, January 27th. The papers 

must include an introductory section including topic background and country policy, a UN 

involvement section, and lastly the delegate’s proposed solutions. 

On behalf of all of us at HBHSMUN, we’d like to thank you for choosing to attend Surf 

City XIV. We’re devoted to ensuring you have the best possible MUN experience you’ve had 

yet, and with your help we’re confident we can achieve that aim. Should you have any questions 

or concerns feel free to email the Secretariat at hbhsmun@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing 

you this February!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

______________________ 

Antoinette Nguyen 

Secretary-General 

  

_____________________ 

Emily Le 

Under-Secretary-General 

 

 

_______________________ 

Matthew Anderegg 

Under-Secretary-General 

  

 

___________________ 

Cody Meicht 

Under-Secretary General 
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Welcome to UNICEF at Surf City XIV 

 

All questions and position papers can be sent to surfcitymun.unicef@gmail.com 

 

 Hello Delegates! My name is Ivana Jeremic and I will be one of your chairs for Surf City 

XIV! I am currently a senior at Huntington Beach High School and have been in the Model 

United Nations program for four years. Participating in the MUN program has given me the 

opportunity to compete at the highest caliber of conferences, so I am really excited to see what 

debate in committee is going to be like! Aside from school and MUN, I have been on the Varsity 

Swim Team all four years of high school while simultaneously competing for the Golden West 

Swim Club year around. I am also an active member of the American Cancer Society and the 

Down Syndrome Association of Orange County. I am looking forward to meeting all of you in 

committee and please if you have any questions at all do not hesitate to send us an email! Good 

luck! 

 Hello honorable delegates!  My name is Amory Yagar and I am confident that by the end 

of this conference I will indeed be your favorite chair.  I am a senior and this is my fourth year in 

MUN, and I must say Modeled United Nations arouses me more than any other class I’ve taken. 

 The thrill of a good debate is second to none.  But besides being a superb delegate I also enjoy 

romantic walks with my doubles partner Zach Huang who is chairing UNODC.  I plan on 

majoring in economics after high school and hopefully using my skills to monopolize the tennis 

ball industry in China.  I see it as an untapped source of profits.  All in all, I hope to hear 

innovative and creative speeches as well as resolutions, which would make my last experience as 

chairing a great one. Good luck! 

     Hello! My name is Victoria Stewart and I am a junior at Huntington Beach High School. 

This is my third year in MUN, and I am beyond excited to have this opportunity to chair for all 

of you! I love this program so much because I can continuously learn about world issues and 

hear differing opinions on important topics, like the ones we will debate! At HBHS, I am also 

involved in the Academy for the Performing Arts, National Honors Society, and other clubs such 

as CSF and Doctors of Tomorrow. I love to spend time with friends and family, learn about new 

cultures through travel, and dance. I hope we will have a great conference, full of interesting 

debate and an enjoyable learning experience!  
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Child Soldiers 

 

Background: 

 Studies show that around 40% of the world’s armed forces are utilizing child soldiers 

while actively participating in violent combats. This estimates to about 300,000 active under-

aged militants. These children are being mentally and physically tortured because they are 

harming others and being stripped of their childhood in the process. This conflict mostly affects 

developing nations that lack an education system and contain corrupted governments which force 

children to live in fear of recruitment. Due to the constant threat that civilians face, many have 

been forced to flee from their homes and abandoned loved ones to reach safety. Although this 

affair has been given a larger amount of attention from the international community, thousands 

of children are still involved in the fighting while little progress has been made to eradicate the 

issue as a whole.  

 Child soldiers are not a new concept, seeing that since WWI and WWII young boys were 

used as drummers in the military or aided with digging trenches. (1) Sadly, their vulnerability 

and obedience are easily manipulated by corrupt military officials, who continually strip these 

children of their basic human rights (2). Some recruited children, however, are not used for 

combat and violence. Instead they operate as suicide bombers, cooks, spies, or helpers under the 

leader to do whatever is expected of them. In fact, there are more situations where children are 

used as weapons in rebel groups including the Islamic State, Boko Haram, and the Taliban to 

impose their form of psychological warfare (3). From 1991 to 2002, the Revolutionary United 

Front (RUF) in Sierra Leone was another rebel group who completely disregarded the rights of 

children. They became victims of rape and torture while being forced to watch fellow civilians 

endure that same pain. (4) 

The increase in the number of children now utilized in conflict is partially due to 

technological advancements. Previously, the weapons in use made it difficult for small children 

to carry heavy, bulk machinery because of the weapons’ weight. Today, explosives and guns are 

much lighter allowing even younger children to join forced combat. Furthermore, children are 

cheaper than trained men because they do not ask for a very high pay, so it is convenient for the 

commander to include them in the militia. The main technique groups use to get these children to 

work and fight for them is through kidnappings and bribery.  Often times the bribes proposed are 

not actually fulfilled. The harsh leaders of militias may use the child soldiers to manipulate 

adults when attempting to take over a region, as well as utilize them in the burning down of 

small villages and encouraging other youth to join their cause. In the cases where the children are 

not forced to fight by the armed forces, such as in Myanmar, families actually encourage their 

children to join rebel groups because they can receive food and other necessary supplies they 

cannot afford otherwise. (5) In other cases, the children feel the need to fight for a cause they 

support and will join rebel armies to experience war while fighting for something they care 

about. In Syria, Iraq, Libya and Yemen alone, approximately 9,000 schools are inoperative 
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because they are inaccessible, or have been newly occupied by forces after conflict. (6)  Around 

700,000 Syrian refugee children are unable to attend school in Lebanon, Turkey, and other 

surrounding nations. (7) This limited or completely halted access to education has led to more 

and more children joining the armed conflict in their country as they are recruited to essentially 

save their family from violence and poverty. Some depleted countries with armed conflict aided 

by children include: the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Myanmar, Afghanistan, 

Liberia, and Uganda. (8) 36 countries have been involved with child soldiers since 1998 and 

around two million have been killed because of these conflicts in the past ten years. (9) 

A common misconception throughout the world is that boys are the primary recruits for 

militant groups. It is estimated, however, that girls have make up about 40 percent of rebel group 

fighters. (10) These girls are usually subject to more sexual harassment than actual combat, but 

when a group needs more fighters it is not uncommon for girls to be carrying the weapons as 

well. In some cases, girls are actually preferred over boys because they are known to be more 

mature and obedient. Boko Haram has been known to abduct girls and use them as sex slaves 

and domestic workers. Meanwhile, other guerrilla movements in Africa want young girls for 

combat, so provide them with the same training as boys. Studies have shown that girls who were 

involved in armed combat tend to be rejected in society more often, which decreases their 

chances of marriage and a family later in life; they are most likely to engage in sexual affairs, 

and therefore suffer from a bad reputation in their respective societies. 

Even though unwillingly serving time in a rebel group affects a child’s mental stability, it 

is crucial to address the aftermath that it poses for the rest of their lives. There are currently 

5,964,000 refugees and 8,820,000 Internally Displaced Children (IDC) fleeing their countries 

and homes because of internal conflict. (11) These homes are being burned down and stripped of 

all resources necessary for survival. The escape is intense and many do not make it out alive. If 

and when these children happen to find themselves detached from the conflict, fleeing to another 

country, it is extremely difficult for them to find a place to live or be integrated back into society. 

Since many are accustomed to violent backgrounds, they end up returning and reuniting with the 

military groups. Because of this, it is vital for nations to have organized systems to help these 

children cope with the trauma of war and become educated so that they are easily integrated back 

into society. Since PTSD is common for anyone who has suffered through war, nations should 

implement institutions that will help young victims deal with such traumatic events.  

In the Paris Principles on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict of 2007 it states 

that any person under the age of 18 is considered a child and, therefore, have a distinct set of 

rights differing from an adult. (12) In addition, human rights laws assert that the age of 18 should 

be the minimum age for recruitment in conflict, meaning that the majority of these militant 

groups are not abiding by any of these codes. Age 15 was announced to be the minimum age 

under international humanitarian law, as it was already prohibited to use children as soldiers 

under this age restriction; it was even declared a war crime under the International Criminal 

Court. (13) Some of these laws have exceptions within them, however, the militant groups 
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fighting in conflicts throughout these nations commit even higher atrocities and are not 

persecuted. Even though rebel groups are difficult to control and rarely abide by international 

laws, UNICEF has continuously reinforced the rights of a child and works to eradicate child 

recruitment in every way possible.  

 

United Nations Involvement:  

The United Nations has worked extensively to stop the use of child soldiers 

internationally. On November 20th, 1959, the General Assembly passed the first international 

law declaring the rights of a child. Resolution 1386 affirms that every child has a right to a happy 

and healthy childhood where their needs are understood and cared for; unfortunately, this 

declaration mentioned nothing about the neglect of children in armed combat.(14) In 1979 the 

United Nations passed A/RES/31/169 beginning the International Year of a Child which spread 

more awareness about having economic and social facilities incorporate benefits for a child in 

order to create a better living condition for minors in developing countries.  (15) The United 

Nations Peacekeeping branch is also tackling the issue of child soldiers by raising awareness, 

monitoring and reporting rebel groups who entail child soldiers and focusing on capacity 

building. (16) In December of 1996, there was a mandate created by a Special Representative of 

Children and Armed Forces in the UN General Assembly that reported the horrible detriments 

children go through when involved with violence at such a young age. This document outlined 

the psychological, physical, and emotional abuse that child soldiers live through and it was able 

to convince more UN branches to further pursue a solution to this global problem.   

Afghanistan, Somalia, Sudan, and Myanmar are considered one of the most active 

recruiting countries of child soldiers in the world, so the UN has created an action plan to reduce 

involvement and dependency of children in combat (17). First, the UN Children and Armed 

Conflict Office intends to criminalize any association with under aged militia; by issuing a 

military order to stop and prevent recruitment of children. Next, the UN plans to decrease the 

threat of forcible service in common war areas. The Special Representative Office also plans to 

investigate and prosecute corrupted militant leaders, increase security forces in army camps, and 

continue to raise awareness of the effects these children face when forced into violence at such a 

young age. As of November 2016, 25 projected action plans have been signed by focused 

countries and have proceeded to implementation (18).  

The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) is partnering with multiple organizations 

including, UNODC, UNDP, WHO, and UN Habitat in order to establish a multi-faceted support 

from governments and create a stronger surveillance program in countries that regularly abuse 

children. UNICEF is not only focusing on protecting the health of parents and children and but is 

tackling this problem from an economic standpoint by strengthening international ties with 

nations who are willing to invest in the intended educational institutions for children (19). 

Overall the United Nations are actively involved in reducing the number of child soldiers 

throughout the world and will continue to strive for success in the future.  
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Case Study: Lord’s Resistance Army 

 The Lord's Resistance Army, also known as the LRA, is one of the most notorious 

organizations that uses child soldiers.  The LRA originated out of Northern Uganda in 1986 and 

their leader is Joseph Kony. Kony is a member of the Acholi people in northern Uganda and 

claims he is using his army to fight for the Acholi tribe (20). Joseph Kony asserts himself as a 

prophet from God and advocates the installation of a theocracy in Uganda lawed by the Ten 

Commandments and Acholi traditional values.  It is important to note that this organization 

follows Christian values and should not be misinterpreted as an Islamic group.  His followers and 

his message is often compared to a cult.  Kony gained his power through the Holy Spirit 

Movement which was the first attempt as an Acholi retake of Uganda.  The head of this 

movement was Alice Auma who was a spiritual leader in the community and is said to be the 

aunt of Joseph Kony. Though the Holy Spirit movement failed, it led to the creation of the LRA 

which has spread to the nations of Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Sudan, and 

the Central African Republic (CAR). 

 The initial goal of the LRA was to overthrow the Ugandan government. At its peak the 

group had an estimated few thousand members not including kidnapped women and children. 

The group became notorious for being able to use small number of militants and still being able 

to commit mass atrocities.  An example would be in December of 2009 when 30 militants 

abducted approximately 250 people and killed over 300 in the northern Congo area of Makombo 

(21).  Joseph Kony also targets governmental officers, NGO workers, and local figureheads to 

achieve a psychological advantage.  However, the biggest hallmark for the Lord's Resistance 

Army is the ransacking of villages and capturing of men, women, and specifically children.   

This group occupied Uganda up until 2006 and an estimated 20,000 children were 

captured and nearly 2 million people displaced from the conflict in the area. Children’s 

vulnerability makes them easy targets for brainwashing and manipulation. Boys are given 

“military training” and brought up to the militia as child soldiers.  On the other hand, women are 

used as slaves, laborers, sex slaves, wives of members of the LRA as well as traded off to other 

militia groups and arms dealers.  The aftermath of a child being captured is not only detrimental 

to the child but also to the family and community.  Boys are often captured then initiated into the 

group by being forced to kill their family, rape women, or beat people to death as way to pledge 

loyalty.  Social stigmas in Africa have also left families embarrassed and ashamed if a child is 

captured.  Many families tell their kids to claim a different name if ever caught to spare the 

family. This makes returning children to their families a struggle. 

Uganda struggled with protecting its youth, but once Uganda and the African Union 

joined forces the LRA stopped its attacks in Uganda.  In addition, in 2005 Joseph Kony and 

some of his top members were given a warrant for their arrest by the ICC which consequently 

lead to Kony escaping Uganda and hiding in rural South Sudan (22). With the help of the United 

States and South Sudan peace talks opened between Uganda and Joseph Kony from 2006-2008 

and reached a peace agreement but was never signed by Kony.   
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Since the removal of the LRA in Uganda the group has lost numbers and remains only in 

the Congo, South Sudan, and the Central African Republic.  By 2008 the group had around 800 

militants and, since President Obama’s inauguration, continued to decrease to around 200 

militants today. The United States took immediate action in 2008 when the State Department 

named Joseph Kony a “Specially Designated Global Terrorist” (23).  Furthermore, the African 

Union moved the Lord's Resistance Army to its international terrorist list in 2011. 

There have been recent developments in the LRA as of 2015 involving one of Joseph 

Kony’s advisors, Dominic Ongwen, who turned himself into the Central African Republic 

Special Forces. He was one of five men including Joseph Kony that was convicted by the ICC of 

over 70 war and humanitarian crimes including kidnapping of kids, sex trafficking, and abusing 

children.  It is suspected that Ongwen and Kony had a falling out and that Kony actually detained 

and held Ongwen captive but Ongwen escaped and turned himself in for fear of his life.  Since 

then the ICC has been holding Ongwen for his trial which began December 6th of this year (24).  

Ongwen opened up his statements by saying he was abducted into the LRA at age 14 in 

Uganda where he was born in 1975.  Proving this will be hard because it is suspected Dominic 

Ongwen is a fake name he told when he was captured.  He also claimed he was of Acholi descent 

 which is the same as Kony.  Ongwen is a unique story because he was a child soldier that rose 

high in the ranks of the LRA and is also the first child soldier to ever be held for trial in the ICC. 

His 70 criminal charges have sparse evidence against him except for four attacks between the 

years of 2002 and 2005 on refugee camps in Uganda which the prosecutors claim have lots of 

evidence on him.  Seven of his many wives are also willing to testify against him which will help 

the prosecution's case.  Ongwen and his team of lawyers set up their defense as saying that all the 

crimes are said to be committed by the LRA and he himself is not the LRA.  It is interesting to 

see if this argument will hold up in court and if it will be enough because the ICC is under a lot 

of criticism for not helping African countries as much as other nations (25).  

Another defense from Ongwen is that he is the real victim in this case.  He is currently 

attempting to spin off that being a child soldier had robbed him off his childhood and was a 

traumatizing experience where he was brainwashed and forced to commit many of his acts.  The 

prosecution agreed that while it is important to take into consideration Ongwen’s past his actions 

are not justified by this. This court date was only for opening statements and the actually hearing 

is scheduled for some dates to be determined in January.  In creating solutions, please make sure 

to focus on new revelations on this case, as it is, indeed, current and relatable to the topic. 

Regardless of whether Ongwen is convicted or not it is important to realize he was not 

the lone leader in the LRA.  The group as of 2015 has killed over 100,000 people, displaced 

almost 3 million people, and abducted close to 100,000 children since its formation in 1986. 

 Ongwen is just one of the many high ranking members that need to be found.  Fortunately 

thanks to awareness and collaboration in the international community this group that at once had 

over thousands of members is around 200 people today.  These people are thought to be hiding in 

the jungle in South Sudan.   
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Close to 560 million US dollars has been given to the affected nations and Uganda has 

seen the most successful turnaround.  Over 95% of the international displaced people have left 

their camps and returned home and began to restart their lives in large part to the help of the 

United States and donations (26).   

As the LRA gets smaller with each year the issue will not be stopping the terrorist group 

but focusing on integrating people back into their communities.  Also, it will be imperative to 

deal with the current culture and stigmas that allow rebel groups like the LRA to exist and thrive 

in these areas. 

 

 

Questions to Consider:        

1. Are child soldiers prevalent in your country? If so, what is your country’s plan of action 

to eliminate the use of children in combat?  

2. What actions has your nation taken to assist the children that have escaped the conflict in 

terms of rehabilitation and integration? 

3. What can nations do to prevent the recruitment of children to military groups altogether? 

Consider different forms of safety and the basic reasons as to why they join the cause. 

4. Should child soldiers be held responsible for their actions? 

5. Child soldiers need to be rehabilitated back into society. How will you deal with social 

stigmas and trauma of these children in their communities?  
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Discrimination and Violence on the basis of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 

 

Background: 

 Recent studies have shown that less than fifty percent of teens around the world identify 

as straight which depicts an evolving society where discrimination and violence against sexual 

orientation must come to an end. The LGBTQ+ community, including lesbians, gays, bisexuals 

and transgenders constantly suffer from discrimination, harassment, and exploitation throughout 

the world (27). Even though the LGBTQ+ society continues to grow, children are commonly 

bullied, rejected, and manipulated in both school and home environments causing detrimental 

effects to their personalities. About seventy-four countries around the world including Algeria, 

India, and Egypt have laws that criminalize same sex marriage and punish those who are 

involved with jail time. (28) Although the rights of LGBTQ+ individuals have progressed 

immensely in a short period of time, there are still twelve countries in the world who punish 

homosexuality by death. Areas like Sudan, Iran and Saudi Arabia have strong religious ties in 

society, so their governments impose strict laws in terms of the LGBTQ+ community. (29) 

Egypt for example, believes that expressing affection between a same sex couple in public is 

considered a “practice of immoral and indecent behavior” and therefore they punish offenders 

with time at a rehabilitation center or a local jail.  

 This discrimination that young adults face in the LGBTQ+ community is violating both 

the Convention on Rights of a Child, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; they state 

that all children and adults have the right to a happy, healthy and have equal treatment 

throughout the international community. There have been instances in Middle Eastern countries, 

specifically Iran, where education is denied to those who show signs of homosexuality and 

therefore are not admitted into local schools. (30) Children who face this type of persecution 

develop mental disorders like, anxiety, depression and even substance abuse which has caused an 

increase in the suicide rate among young LGBT adults. (31)  

 Recent studies carried out in Europe have also shown an increased rate of hate crimes 

against the LGBTQ+ community. Although legislation throughout Europe has criminalized the 

discrimination of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people, the general population still 

demands that public affection is kept to a minimum between homosexual couples (32). Some 

LGBTQ+ individuals have been blackmailed and threatened by local militia and police forces, 

which has caused an uncertainty in the legitimacy of some European governments. This hateful 

treatment is also translated into the school system of many nations; statistics show that over half 

of students attending middle school and high school do not feel safe when going to school. Many 

claim that they have been verbally abused which makes it hard for them to pursue their academic 

endeavors with a positive attitude. With high school being a battleground for many students 

regardless of their sexual orientation, children who present themselves as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 

or transgender are impacted twice as much because of their uniqueness. (33) 
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 Luckily there are worldwide organizations that have helped empower the LGBT youth. 

One example is the International Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Intersex Association (ILGA) 

that helps create equality throughout the young generations and establish a global justice for 

everyone who considers themselves a member of the LGBTQ+ community. ILGA holds 

international conferences every year in order to discuss the issues they will be focusing and 

expand on ways to raise awareness of psychological setbacks sexually discriminated individuals 

face every day.  

This is one of the very few organizations that is spread across the globe, located in Asia, 

Africa, Europe, North America, Latin America and Oceania. They have expanded their efforts in 

the most discriminatory countries in Africa and the Middle East in order to ensure that children 

feel safe and protected both at home and throughout their society. One of the main goals in this 

association is to ensure that every child that is considered a part of the LGBTQ+ community 

feels welcome and loved within their family. There has been far too many instances where a 

child’s family refuses to accept him/her back into a family due to their sexual orientation and 

ILGA works to eliminate that as much as possible.  

 ILGA is one of many organizations that help establish equality among LGBTQ+ 

individuals. Although most of these programs are implemented at a local level they all have a 

similar initiative; to establish a sense of security in a child’s life who is developing their sexual 

orientation and gender identity. Other organizations that have helped the LGBTQ+ community 

reach equality includes: IGLYO, ILGLaw, GATE, GRIN, and OII all of which helped the youth 

feel as if they are a part of an accepting group. In order to reduce the detrimental impact that 

social media has on the LGBTQ+ community many of these organizations have launched 

awareness campaigns dealing with cyberbullying and have had successful results. From this 

online experiment researchers, have found that LGBTQ+ individuals are three times more likely 

to have been called derogatory words online than heterosexuals. As these organizations work to 

improve the lives of lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgenders, the international community has 

also worked reduce the amount of discrimination, violence and intimidation in society. (34) As 

the LGBTQ+ community continues to expand the United Nations and other non-governmental 

organizations are determined to establish a safe and welcoming society for these individuals 

throughout the world.  

  

United Nations Involvement:  

 On December 10, 1948, the United Nations (UN) General Assembly passed the Universal 

Declaration on Human Rights addressing the equality of all. (35) Little did they know that people 

in the LGBTQ+ community would be excluded from these rights as they undergo acts of 

discrimination and violence, sometimes even from their own families. After witnessing this for 

some time, the UN officially declared concern for LGBTQ+ rights in 2011. Here, the first 

resolution against discrimination and violence was passed where the UN reiterated previous 

resolutions, by adding specifics on sexual orientation and gender identity. (36) This was a huge 
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step for the LGBTQ+ community because it officially declared their stance on the issue 

internationally. In addition to the first resolution involving the protection of these individuals, the 

UN also released the first report on the human rights of LGBTQ+ people on December 15, 2011. 

This report was issued by the UN Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

(OHCHR). The unique aspect of this document was the fact that they demanded a response from 

the international community to push for change. (37) The OHCHR moreover upstarted a “Free 

and Equal” campaign in 2013 to further the upkeep of homophobia and transphobia. (38) Since 

these actions in 2011, the UN has worked diligently with countries to halt the discrimination and 

violence of the LGBTQ+ community.  

 On the issue of limited rights in the LGBTQ+ community comes the more specific 

discussion on ending discrimination and violence of children affiliated with this group. Just last 

year in A/HC/29/23 - a resolution that updated the first one passed on LGBTQ+ rights - the UN 

ensured the youth were specifically included as a point to address. In the resolution, it stated that 

these children have been positively integrated in society as more people are becoming educated 

on bullying and the successes from that year. (39) Noticing the contrast between the first 

resolution and yearly updates, we are confident that an increase in integration and acceptance can 

be reached. Additionally, in May of 2015, a conference held in Geneva included a variety of 

speakers on the International Day against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia, focusing on 

the end of discrimination of young people and children.  

The UN Committee on the Rights of a Child was one of the many representatives there 

for younger people in the LGBTQ+ community. Not only did they discuss the stigma, violence, 

and discrimination the younger generation has had to cope with, but they discussed what 

countries should, and can do to protect these children. Some of these ideas include the push for 

protection from individual states, avoiding social excuses for this maltreatment, and to always 

refer to these children’s rights. (40) As part of the United Nations, UNESCO, or the United 

Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, has been actively working to promote 

the rights of these children. They are encouraging public school curriculums to integrate 

LGBTQ+ education especially against bullying. UNESCO has also been in contact with other 

UN agencies to heighten the promotion of these rights on a larger scale. (41)  

 Other organizations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) involved in this topic 

include Ukrainian NGO Media Development Foundation, Save the Children International, and 

Council on Violence Against Children (CRIN). The Ukrainian NGO Media Development 

Foundation has done an outstanding job in having parents accept their LGBTQ+ children 

through interactive programs and counseling. They are providing a framework for other 

countries and organizations with the same goal. (42) Save the Children International as well as 

the individual countries’ programs aids in the importance of a child’s future and the integration 

in society. (43) CRIN was created in 2007 with the goal of participation of society and family, as 

well as studies and integration. (49) Ever since the United Nations became involved in the 
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protection of the LGBT community, specifically children, it has continued to encourage every 

nation to promote the tolerance of all people, no matter who they are. 

Case Study: Conversion Therapy Around the World 

 For any person, regardless of age, coming out as part of the LGBTQ+ community is one 

of the most stressful and scary moments of life.  To make matters worse, over eighty countries in 

the world have laws discriminating against gays.  Stigmas, culture, and outrageous laws only 

make lives harder for the LGBTQ+ community (44).   

 As a result of many countries having a culture that is wary of fully supporting gay rights, 

a backlash has occurred where gay people are hidden by their families to escape embarrassment 

and persecution. This has led to conversion therapy or “ex gay” therapy which is a popular 

method to reverse sexual orientation and gender identity. This concept has been around since the 

late 18th and early 19th century and is continued to be practiced around the world today. 

 Sigmund Freud actually claimed that it’s a human’s path to be bisexual and that conversion 

therapy was a mistake.  Regardless of credible of psychiatrist at that time disagreeing, this 

therapy boomed post WW2 largely to an urge to move toward dominant heterosexuality (45).   

There are two main categories of conversion therapy: physical and mental.  In the 1950’s 

and 1960’s most methods induced physical pain. Types included electroshock therapy or 

nauseating drugs that are taken when a patient feels aroused by same sex thoughts or images.  In 

today’s practice, conversion therapy is mostly through mental exercises.  This includes speech, 

hypnotist, and addiction therapy.  Heterosexual dating advice is also given to patients.  Though 

these new practices do not physically harm the person, it still inflicts psychological damage that 

is more harmful according to the World Psychiatrist Organization which has psychiatrists from 

over 118 countries in it.  The damage conversion therapy can induce and has led to higher 

suicide rates and depression among the patients. 

 Conversion therapy is a practice that aligns itself with Islamic and Christian values.  This 

has left many nations to endorsing or at the least turning a blind eye to the therapy. An example 

would be Saudi Arabia which has virtually nonexistent rights for gays.  In fact, same sex 

marriage there is illegal and is penalized by death (46).  But conversion therapy does not only 

happen in nations where the LGBTQ+s have no rights, it also occurs in nations that do have laws 

supporting gays.  For example, the United States recently legalized same sex marriage, but only 

6 states and D.C. have a ban on conversion therapy.  This proves that despite governmental 

actions there is still a culture and social stigma from the people that support conversion therapy. 

 The people of this world need to become better educated and more open to LGBT members of 

society because as the world globalizes all types of people will be brought together.  

 Unfortunately, positive change is happening slowly.  Michael Ferguson is an American 

that knew he was gay and enrolled himself in conversion therapy at age 22.  He claimed to go 

that his treatments were ultimately ineffective.  It was not until he graduated from Cornell 

University as a postdoctoral student in neuroscience that he realized how “crazy” the idea of 
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conversion therapy truly is (47).  There is no science to actually provide evidence for it, and yet 

places like the United States are seen advocating for leaders who openly support such practices. 

 As of December 6th, the nation of Malta became the first European country to fully 

outlaw conservative therapy (48).  Malta has been rated as the best nation for a LGBTQ+ 

member to live in due to the fact that they have eradicated conversion therapy. Malta will be a 

leader in the charge throughout Europe for more countries to adopt similar policies. 

 All in all, it is important to recognize that this form of therapy is unethical, scientifically 

incorrect and unproven, and contributes to the discrimination and alienation of the LGBTQ+ 

community. If social progress is to be made, it will take a collective effort from the United 

Nations and international community. Social prejudice and stigmas crush any chances of the 

LGBT community to escape from the shackles they are kept in. 

 

Questions to Consider:        

1. Does your country agree with supporting the LGBTQ+ community? If so, what actions have 

you taken to accomplish this?  

2. Does your country have, or participate in any organizations that help resolve discrimination 

in the young LGBTQ+ community?  

3. How much of your country’s population identifies as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender?  

4. How has your country treated members of the LGBTQ+ community? Imprisonment? 

Empowerment?  

5. What are possible ways that you can influence the heterosexual majority to help the LGBT 

youth?  

__________________________________________ 
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